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; Relegated to Limbo 


Congratulations to Dr. Barnhouse 
Non his penetrating analysis of the theo- 
logical concepts of Paul Tillich as pre- 
Mgsented in Eternity for June. With this 
Mpresentation of the antithetical posi- 
Mions of Tillich and the Scriptures I 
think that Tillich’s views should be 
ignored and relegated to the limbo of 
forgotten things. 
| The issues are clear. Either Chris- 
Wianity is a revealed religion or it is 
mot. If it is, the revelation is contained 
in the Holy Scriptures. If it is not, 
Mhen we are thrown back on human 
gpeculation. Human speculation leads 
ulti ately only to despair, deterioa- 
‘ion and destruction. 

JAMES J. SHORT, M.D. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Hard to Apply 


| The emphasis Miss Fischer (‘Teach- 
s Talk Too Much,” June 1959) has 
aced upon pupil participation and in- 
ividual thinking on the part of every 
member is excellent. 
There is danger in leaving an im- 
pression that group dynamics as she 
pfines it is the only way to get pupil 
icipation or to get pupils to think. 
The illustrations used from the min- 
ry of the Lord illustrate learning 
uations from life which would often 
hard to apply to the average teach- 
situation as the Sunday school 
acher faces it Sunday after Sunday. 
We do realize, of course, that the 
ing processes are going on all the 
me. Perhaps Miss Fischer’s articles 
pst describes the place of the teacher 
the summer camp program or pos- 
ibly in vacation Bible school of the 
yhristian day school where the teacher 
with the pupil hours at a time. . 
Parents, too, will find in the article 
uable principles to guide them in 
ir daily teaching task. 
CLATE RISLEY 
National Sunday School Association 
Chicago, Ill. 


No Fool 


It is probably true as you state 

“The Christian and the Space Age,” 

e, 1959) that Luther called Coper- 

icus a fool. But a Lutheran pastor 

ote the preface to Copernicus’ De 
evolutionibus Orbium Coelestium. 

MarTIN P. SIMON 

Editor, Christian Parent 

Wheaton, IIl. 
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*» 
“why should I listen to The Bible Study Hour?” 


answer... IT WILL STRENGTHEN 
YOUR WORK 
AND WORSHIP 
IN YOUR CHURCH 


Whatever your place in your church 
.. . the faithful, prayerful study 

of God’s Word will equip you to 
fill it better. 


Committee member . . . class presi- 
dent... minister... Bible 
teacher .. . Sunday school superin- 
tendent ... youth leader .. . member 
of the congregation... your 

work for Him grows, and your 
worship of Him deepens, only as 
your knowledge of Him 

increases. The verse-by-verse studies 
on The Bible Study Hour will 
help you increase that knowledge. 


hear Donald Grey Barnhouse 
and The Bible Study Hour 


Sundays on the National Broadcasting 
Company radio network and other stations. 
See your newspaper for time and station. 











‘Moody Annuities 
are good 
investments... 


we’ve been partners with Moody 
Bible Institute in the Lord’s work 
for more than 20 years—and not 
once during all these years has the 
Institute ever missed a single pay- 
ment—or been late with a check.” 










—so say 
MR. and MRS. W. 






A Moody Bible Institute representative pays 
these long-time annuitants a visit, 


Mrs. W. also adds: 

**We’ve experienced the wonderful satis- 

faction and joy, too, that come from 

having a part in winning the lost for 

Christ.” 

...and that’s what we mean by 
DOUBLE DIVIDENDS! 





Fer surplus funds, we would also like 
AGREEMENT PLAN 
- our money, and deposits (in 
withdrawal in case of emerge rinsed 

820 N. LaSalle Street * Chicago 10, Illinois 


MOODY DEPOSIT 
This plan guarantees a fair return 
at any time—with the privilege of INTEREST 
mation on this plan. 
MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE | 
relating to: [] Moody Annuity Plan. [) Wills. 


0 Deposit Agreements. 
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DEDICATION 


Unto Him that loved us, 

and washed us from our sins in His own blood, 
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to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 
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WATCH JOHNNY GROW — with Gospel Light 
. FREE! In this new, inspirational filmstrip, with full color and sound, you'll see the 
stein spiritual growth of an appealing, normal boy, through a truly Bible-centered pro- 
ouse gram. You'll see how his Sunday School teachers met his changing needs with 


Gospel Light LEARNING-LEVEL® Bible Lessons. Ask for it now. Use it free in your 
church—to help you teach. 

Johnny could be one of your Sunday School boys. Watch as you see Johnny grow, 
as you see him change and develop. Watch as Gospel Light’s Bible lessons help his 
ouse teachers help him to grow in Christ. 

Watch how his teachers make effective use of the short Sunday School hour; how 
they use Gospel Light’s suggestions for audio-visuals; how they reach Johnny’s 
home. Miss Henrietta C. Mears, 

You see, Johnny’s teachers weren’t experts. But they found all the help they Founder and Editor-in-Chief 
needed in Gospel Light’s complete, easy-to-follow lessons and teaching aids. 

They found that the educationally-correct “Learning-Level” method helped them 
to teach Johnny the entire Bible in an orderly manner, keeping pace with his needs, 
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Light’s non-dated but up-to-date lesson materials saved their church money. 

Now, you too can see Johnny’s continued enthusiasm in his Bible learning. And €° 8, 
at the end, you’ll witness one of the most heart-warming experiences any teacher 
can have. Be sure you request the filmstrip, “Johnny, Don’t Do That”, for your 
next teaching staff or general church meeting. 
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EDITORIALS 
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LEVEL GROUND 

In certain spots the contour of hills 
gives a tremendous illusion that the 
law of gravity is askew. Near Los 
Angeles there is a hill where thou- 
sands of motorists stop their cars, shut 
off the engines, release the brakes and 
seemingly roll up hill. But if a plumb 
level is placed on the ground where 
the cars “roll up hill,” it will be shown 
immediately that the cars are actually 
rolling down hill. The eye can be de- 
ceived; the level cannot. 

God has given us a similar apparatus 
—the Bible. When my situation in 
life is placed next to the Word of God, 
the Holy Spirit immediately establishes 
the true aspects of the situation and 
reveals whatever unevenness or dis- 
tortion there is. It is not safe to form 
judgments on the basis of our senses 
or our emotions—we must prove all 
things, test all things (I Thess. 5:21). 

I thought of this as I read a heart- 
moving story of a garden which had 
been created for handicapped children. 
The donor had established a _ place 
where the crippled can play in sur- 
roundings of beauty, and even a bench 
of flowers for the blind that might be 
marked in Braille, “Please touch the 
flowers.” It contains cacti without 
thorns, a patch of herbs including sev- 
eral fragrant geraniums such as the 
lemon, rose, nutmeg and mint varie- 
ties. The news report said that within 
hours of its dedication, the exhibit’s 
leaves had been thoroughly pawed and 
many a blind child had pressed scented 
fingers to nostrils dilating with the joy 
of discovery. 

Anyone with sensitivity cannot fail 
to be moved by such a story. Someone 
who heard the story wondered if the 
project was created by a Christian. A 
search soon revealed that the creator 
and donor was active in a religion that 
denied the Lord Jesus Christ. I re- 
membered the passage in Romans 
where God condemns those who “rely 
on the Law and pride yourselves in 
God and know His will, and through 
education in the Law have an idea of 
the essentials, and you believe your- 
self to be a guide to the blind, a light 
to those in darkness, a trainer of the 
simple, a teacher of the immature . . .” 
(2:17-20). 

Good as it is, and heart-warming, to 


4 


let blind children touch flowers that 
are chosen for their fragrant and pun- 
gent qualities, such acts are not to be 
confused with spiritual actions that 
proceed from the presence of the Holy 
Spirit in the life of a believer. 

Yes, many believers in Christ seem 
to be so selfish, in spite of that which 
has been done for them, that they 
come out in second place in such so- 
cial works as fragrant gardens for the 
blind, and ten thousand other similar 
works in the social realm. I wish that a 
believer in Christ had thought of this 
idea first, and had put it into effect. I 
wish that many such kindnesses could 
be thought up and performed in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

But let us avoid confusion in think- 
ing that such actions are the guarantee 
of life in God and favor with Him. 
The level must be used in every situ- 
ation in life. Then we will be able to 
say with the Psalmist, “My foot stands 
on level ground” (Ps. 26:12). 


COMMUNICATION 


Communication is the science of get- 
ting an idea into the mind of another 
person. 

A minister may “deliver” a sermon, 
but if it is not received and understood, 
he has not communicated. This may 
not be the fault of the minister, for 





COMING MONTHS 
Here are a few of the provocative 
articles that are scheduled for the 
near future: 


Must Christ Be Your Lord To Be 
Your Savior? 

Is Paul Our Example? 

Birth Control: Is It Christian? 

What about Karl Barth? 

Cookie-Cutter Christians 

Will the Church Save the World? 

Bingo and the Christian 


Among the list of authors of fu- 
ture articles are: 

Everett Harrison, John Stott, A. C. 
Gaebelein, William Culbertson, Har- 
old Wildish, E. M. Blaiklock, Leon 
Morris, Mark Hatfield, Cornelius 
Van Til. 











his hearer may be unregenerate, and 
“the natural man does not receive the 
things of the Spirit of God, for 
are folly to him, and he is not able to 
understand them because they are spir. 
itually discerned” (I Cor. 2:14). Even 
the Apostle Paul found that some could 
not receive that which he wished to 
write. He wanted to give them deep 
truths about the eternal priesthood of 
Christ, but, he said, “About this we 
have much to say which is hard to ex. 
plain, since you have become dull of 
hearing” (Heb. 5:11). This dullness 
he attributed to their neglect of the 
Word of God. 

There are those who tell us that we 
should abandon the traditional vocabv- 
lary of the Christian faith because such 
ideas are stereotyped and have become 
cliches. This argument is calculated to 
make us lay down the sword of the 
Spirit and pick up some papier mache 
vaudeville prop. The world can always 
beat down ideas couched in the lan- 
guage of philosophy, but it has long 
since learned that the thrust of the 
Scriptures inflicts a wound that can 
only be healed by the redemptive work 
of Christ. 

We realize that any responsible be- 
liever will seek to communicate fully 
to every person with whom he has any 
déalings. But we must maintain out 
basic position—that spiritual ideas may 
be communicated only by the spiritual 
vocabulary of the Word of God. 

God revealed this when He caused 
Paul to say, “My speech and my mes- 
sage were not in plausible words of 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the 
Spirit and power that your faith might 
not rest in the wisdom of men but in 
the power of God. Yet among the ma- 
ture we do impart wisdom, although it 
is not a wisdom of this age or of the 
rulers of this age, who are doomed to 
pass away. But we impart a secret and 
hidden wisdom of God, which God de- 
creed before the ages for our glorifica- 
tion. . . And we impart this in words 
not taught by human wisdom but taught 
by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths 
in spiritual language” (I Cor. 2:4-7, 
13). 


WORLD COUNCIL AND ROME 


A visitor in one of my meetings 
brought me a newspaper clipping re- 
porting that Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, 
an official in the World Council of 
Churches, had issued a statement that 
the Vatican had been invited to join 
the WCC. The man who showed me 
the clipping was furious and wanted 
to know what we would do to stop 
this kind of thing. 

I said to him, “Why do you think 
that Blake did this? We are not sup- 
posed to judge the motives of any 
man, but let’s do a little thinking 
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about it.” The man had no thought 
as to the motives but was conditioned, 
perhaps by his prejudices, to put the 
worst face possible on the action. 

Let us look at what was done and 
the implications of it. Rome considers 
herself to be the one true Church. 
In her eyes all other churches are 
sects, and all should come back to 
her and bow before the Pope acknowl- 
edging the unique place of the Vati- 
can and the Roman Communion. Dr. 
Blake knows that the World Council 
of Churches is a Council of Churches, 
in the plural. To accept the invitation, 
the Roman Catholics would have to 
deny their age-old position and accept 
the fact that they are one of many 
Churches. Beyond question, Rome will 
never accept the invitation, and prob- 
ably they will ignore it completely. 

Now let us look at the timing. The 
Pope has announced that he proposed 
to call an ecumenical council. If the 
other Churches of the world are in- 
vited to attend, it will be on Rome’s 
conditions. Rome will say, ‘We are 
the Church, you are not in the 
Church. Come and talk with us and 
find Out on what terms you will aban- 
don your position and accept ours.’ 
The World Council of Churches will 
be able to say, blandly, “No, thank 
you. We offered you an invitation in 
1959 to attend our Council meeting 
and you refused to come as one among 
many equals. Don’t think that we are 
going to come now as inferiors at 
your invitation.” 

Dr. Blake’s move was foresighted, 
astute, courteous, realistic and bold. 
Undoubtedly the implications were 
well discussed before the invitation, 
and I believe he was led by the Holy 
Spirit to make the same kind of ges- 
ture that our Lord made when He put 
the Pharisees on the spot with one of 
his two-edged questions. 


JEW AND MESSIAH 


The Roman Church has recently 
published a volume aimed at converting 
Jews. Its title is The Bridge, with the 
imprimatur of the Archbishop of New- 
ark. Reviewing it, Seymour Siegel, pro- 
fessor of theology in the Jewish Theo- 
logical Seminary of New York, begins 
with a remarkable sentence. 

“The central problem of Christianity 
is: if the Messiah has come, why is the 
world so evil? For Judaism, the problem 
is: if the world is so evil, why does the 
Messiah not come?” 

It is strange that neither the author 
of The Bridge, nor the Jewish reviewer 
can see the real issue. Why did the Jews 
Teject Jesus Christ? They stood in the 
plain of the Old Testament and looked 
toward the distant mountains where 
they thought lay their help. They saw a 
snow-clad peak, with a small hill at its 
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useful helps for your Sunday school? 
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A PERVASIVE CHRISTIAN ATMOSPHERE 


The ideals of the founders of Stony Brook enter generally into the 
lives of the students. The School motto is “Character before 
Career.” In this atmosphere Christian decisions have been made, 
lives have been given direction and purpose, and some have been 
inspired to volunteer for a life career of Christian service. Deputa- 
tions of student speakers have done a vital service in meetings in 
ehurches on Long Island and elsewhere. The King’s Men, a choral 
group, makes regular concert tours each year. 


Christian Education at Stony Brook has real meaning. The 
atmosphere is wholesome without being pious. Boys are urged to 
accept Christ as their Saviour and to live their lives in accordance 
with the will of God as set forth in Seripture. Bible study is a 
major subject and is required of all students throughout the entire 
course. There is a full program of athletics in eight different sports. 


By maintaining a balance between the religious, academic, and 
recreational activities the School aims at a harmony of purpose. 
By intelligent application of this Christian program, in both 
administration and teaching, Stony Brook is making a distinctive 
contribution to American education. 


Frank E. Gaebelein, Litt.D., D.D., Headmaster 


For a Catalogue, a View Book, and Further Information 
please address Director of Admissions, Dept. 40 
Stony Brook, Long Island, New York 
One of a series of advertisements interpreting some of the many advantages offered by The 


Stony 1 School to boys desiring a college preparatory education based on solid Christian 
principles. 
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foot. So intent were they at reaching the 
peak that they completely overlooked 
the smaller hill. When they came to the 
hill and found a Man crucified on it, 
they turned aside and looked on to. 
wards the snow summit. They did not 
realize that the Messiah had to come to 
die before He could come to reign. 

Descending into the long Valley 
which lay between the hill and the peak, 
they found the bitterness of the past 
1900 years. Unfortunately they stil] 
look for their Messiah. He will come, 
but He will have to judge them because 
He must be received as the sinner’s 
Savior before He can be received as a 
reigning monarch. 

In the very fine translation of the 
Scriptures issued by the Jewish Publica- 
tion Society of America, there is one 
sentence of three long verses punctu- 
ated by six semi-colons and eight 
commas before the first full stop is 
reached. “The Spirit of the Lord God 
is upon Me; Because the Lord hath 
anointed Me To bring good tidings unto 
the humble; He hath sent Me to bind 
up the broken-hearted, To proclaim 
liberty to the captives, And the opening 
of the eyes to them that are bound; To 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s good 
pleasure, And the day of vengeance of 
our God; To comfort all that mourn; 
To appoint unto them that mourn in 
Zion, To give unto them a garland for 
ashes, The oil of joy for mourning, The 
mantle of praise for the spirit of heavi- 
ness; That they might be called tere- 
binths of righteousness, The planting of 
the Lord, wherein He might glory.” 

If only the Jew would realize that the 
Lord Jesus Christ, son of David and son 
of Abraham, quoted the first part of 
this verse at the beginning of His min- 
istry and applied it to Himself! (Luke 
4:18). He stopped when He announced 
that He had come to proclaim the year 
of the Lord’s good pleasure. Although 
there is only a comma in the text at 
that point, we have been living in that 
comma for 1900 years. The day of 
vengeance of our God will come to pass, 
just as surely as the year of the Lord’s 
good pleasure has come. 

Why am I a Christian? Because I, as 
Gentile, a goy, who had no priest- 
hood, no sacrifice, no Messiah, no God, 
was brought near by the death of the 
Jew, Jesus Christ. For whom do I wait? 
I wait for the Lord Jesus Christ to come 
from Heaven to right all wrongs and to 
establish His Kingdom in_righteous- 
ness. 

For whom does the Jew wait? Sup- 
posedly for his Messiah, his deliverer. 
And when Messiah comes the Jew will 
discover that He is none other than the 
Lord Jesus Christ, come back the sec- 
ond time. But by then it will be too late 
for him, if he has not come to the altar 
where Jesus Christ, both Priest and 
Lamb, offered Himself for our sins. 
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EVANGELISM 
OBSOLETE? 


Are revival meetings past and evening evangelistic sermons ended? By HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


T HE TRADITIONAL pattern for most evangelical 
churches is to devote Sunday mornings to the 
saints, Sunday evenings to the sinners. 

Then, at least once or twice a year, the church holds 
aweek or two of what are monotonously called “spe- 
tial” services of concentrated evangelism. A “profes- 
sional” evangelist is invited to conduct a campaign 
designed to convert sinners. Or, if “sinners” are not 
forthcoming to the meetings, the emphasis is just as 
easily altered to “reviving the saints.” 

But the question may well be asked: is this pro- 
cedure practical? Does it produce the desired effect 
and results? Or, are our Christian churches missing a 
greater potential in evangelism because we have be- 


The author is pastor of the Bethany Baptist Church, Phila- 
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come slaves to an accepted pattern transmitted through 
the years? 

Certainly the Sunday evening evangelistic service 
plus the excited week-long annual emphasis on evan- 
gelism once served a valid purpose. History confirms 
this. But does the same method still work today? Or, 
should the church revise its evangelistic approach to 
minister more adequately to modern-day needs? 

For better or worse, the evangelical branch of Chris- 
tendom has long been hesitant to break with routine. 
Hence, many of the practices of the church have con- 
tinued virtually unchanged through the years. In some 
cases, this is commendable; else we would have a re- 
ligious system as inconstant as the weather. 

However, one has cause to wonder whether the cus- 
tomary evangelistic procedures transmitted to today’s 
church from the past are still effective in our sophis- 
ticated society. 








When Sunday evening evangelistic church services 
were most popular, a great many unconverted people 
habitually attended church twice on Sundays. Thus, 
the minister’s evangelistic approach had at least a po- 
tentially responsive audience. Today, the majority of 
most evening service habitues are Christians. Indeed, 
in many instances, the audiences are made up solely of 
the Lord’s people. What, therefore, is the value of 
preaching evangelistically to the already redeemed 
folk of the church? 

To a certain extent, the same situation exists in the 
annual evangelistic campaign dictated by tradition or 
concern. The unconverted simply do not attend. The 
evangelist time after time faces a congregation of sanc- 
tified saints who listen attentively to his appeals, “feel 
strangely warmed,” but do little to reach their neigh- 
bors and friends with the gospel. 

Consequently, the meetings close with a few “re- 
dedications” and a briefly stirred Christian congrega- 
tion which soon drops back complacently into the 
established deadly routine of average church life. Nor is 
it particularly helpful to challenge the congregation to 
go out and compel their unconverted friends to come 
to the services. In most cases, these friends will find all 
manner of excuses to remain away. Thus, the: church 
members, acting as zealous “sub-evangelists,” fail and 
return disheartened. 

Are we aware of the reason why our unconverted 
friends move heaven and earth to find an excuse to 
absent themselves from our Sunday evangelistic serv- 
ices or annual evangelistic drives? Most of these folk 
are shrewd enough to know what is back of our kindly 
invitation to come to the “special services at the 
church.” Evangelism has acquired a subtle connotation 
which the unconverted worldlings have been quick to 
sense. They suspect that the only reason we want them 
to come to “hear our special speaker” is to inveigle 
them into some sort of commitment which they are not 
interested in making. And, unfortunately, in all too 
many cases, they’re so right! 

After all, what interest have we shown in the un- 
converted of the community before the evangelist 
came? Or, before the pastor asked us to put forth a 
vigorous effort to bring the unsaved in? Generally, we 
consider those in our community who do not know 
Christ as just “the family living next door” or “those 
people down the street.” Then suddenly, half the 
church descends on these unsuspecting folk and over- 
whelms them with cleverly phrased encouragements to 
attend the fine services. It just doesn’t add up! And 
the unsaved are quick to scent some hidden, ulterior 
motive back of our sudden and unaccustomed interest 
in them. 

This is precisely the place where the church fails in 


“ 


8 If you are out of the will of God you have walked away by yourself. 


its endeavors to reach the community and world for 
Jesus Christ. We’re still trying to use techniques that 
worked effectively a generation or more ago in an age 
which was church-minded. But today’s populace can- 
not be decoyed into a faith which it feels is not real 
even to its professors. 


EVERY DAY EVANGELISM 


There’s the crux of the matter! If our Christian faith 
were as real to us as we seem to profess it to be, there 
would be no necessity for periodically mapping out in- 
tense, and not too subtle, campaigns to lure our friends 
and neighbors into the evangelistic net. For if Christ 
were real to us, evangelism would be a normal, genu- 
ine, every-day part of our Christian living. It would in- 
clude a sincere interest in the physical or material 
welfare of our associates as well as a concern for their 
souls. 

Simply being friendly, helpful and neighborly can 
often do far more as a preparatory witness than all the 
“preaching” or “tract-giving” in the world. Then, when 
opportunities present themselves to talk of the things 
of the Lord, friends will be more inclined to listen. 
They will realize that we are speaking of something 
that is authentic and significant in our lives. 

Doesn’t it stand to reason that Jesus Christ ought to 
be at the heart of all we Christians do and say? Not 
that we must always be preaching or talking about 
Jesus. The world quickly senses that such practice is 
not real. But, if our unconverted associates can see that 
the faith in Christ we profess is genuine and not 
surface-deep, they will give more heed to what we say. 
In other words, if our Christian faith reaches out into 
every area of our living, and we are committed to Jesus 
Christ as Lord in a practical down-to-earth sort of way, 
the world will begin to sense that we are in dead ear- 
nest about our own faith and about our interest in 
their eternal welfare. 

After all, evangelism is not the principal task of the 
corporate church. Bible teaching is! Evangelism is the 
singular responsibility of the individual child of God. 
The Conservative Baptist Association of America has 
a pertinent slogan: “Every Christian a missionary; 
every church a Bible institute.” How true that ought 
to be! The church’s duty is to spiritually feed and 
train its members in ever-deepening areas of Christian 
truth through the Word of God. But it is the Christian 
church member who must be the evangelist, acting as 
liaison between the unregenerate world in which he 
lives and the Christian society represented by the 
Church. 

Now, this is not to discount the office of the so- 
called professional evangelist, for his is a God-ordained 
calling. There is certainly a place for the evangelistic 
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campaign. Especially is this so on the larger levels of 
community or city-wide evangelistic effort. The full- 
scale meetings of Billy Graham afford an illustration in 
point. 


unconverted person has a perfectly normal fear of be- 
ing “singled out” and “high pressured” into making 
sme sort of commitment for which he is not ready. 
He shuns any of our ill-disguised attempts to place 
him in a situation in which he will become conspicuous. 
This is one of the reasons why our invitations to friends 
and neighbors to come to our local church evangelistic 
endeavors meet with so little success. These folk know 
that they will stand out in the relatively small, intimate 
circle of Christians as “black sheep” recognizable by 
their very lack of familiarity with Christian procedure. 


FIFTH WHEEL 


Yet, interestingly, many unregenerate folk will un- 
obtrusively attend a city-wide or cooperative commun- 
ity evangelistic rally in which they may lose themselves 
in the crowd. They know that no one will embarrass 
them; probably no one will even know they have come. 
And, in all probability there will be others present 
equally unaccustomed to the routine so that they will 
not feel like the fifth wheel on a four-wheel cart. It is 
in such an environment that the uncoriverted person 
will listen with ease and be receptive to whatever work 
the Lord may do in his heart. 

Does this mean, therefore, that the Sunday eve- 
ning church evangelistic service is passe, outmoded, no 
longer effective? Yes—and no! The local situation, a 
courageous pastor and official board, and an open- 
minded seeking of the Lord’s will, alone can deter- 
mine the answer in each case. The point is, if most of 
the evening service congregation consists of Christians 
what is the sense of perpetuating the evangelistic serv- 
ice merely to keep alive a tradition? And this situation 
does exist in place after place. 

But, let the church offer additional Bible teaching 
in its services. In this way, the Christian may grow 
and mature. And, with the deepening conviction that 
his faith is really workable and pertinent, let him live 
his Christian life before the unconverted world in 
which he resides and works. Let him do this consist- 
ently and boldly. Soon, he will find himself evangeliz- 
ing in spite of himself; silently, at first; then, on occa- 
sion, vocally with an “audience” whose skepticism will 
gradually turn to respect and even to admiration. 
Such a witness before a hostile and then slowly un- 
derstanding group of associates, can frequently be far 
more vocal than all the evangelistic preaching in the 
world. 

Thus, it would seem that the onus for evangelistic 


August 1959 


We must not lose sight of the fact that the modern 


concern should rest not with the congregational service 
as much as with the individual child of God. Personal 
evangelism is still the most effective Christian witness 
in existence today, far outstripping in potency even 
the most carefully planned mass endeavor. 

Certainly, the Christian layman cannot be as ade- 
quately trained in the mechanics of doctrinal presenta- 
tion as a minister. Nor need this be so. For the layman 
who seeks to evangelize his unconverted associate is 
not concerned with outsmarting his opponent in a de- 
bate or argument. His responsibility is clear and to the 
point. He is simply to tell the other person, by life and 
by personal testimony, what his faith in Jesus Christ 
has done for him, and assure his companion that the 
same fellowship with God can be the portion of any 
who trust in Jesus Christ. 

Should a discussion arise which is beyond the lay- 
man’s ability to handle, he can most effective follow 
the procedure of Philip in the New Testament account. 
When Philip, overjoyed at having come to know Jesus 
Christ, went to his skeptical friend, Nathanael, to tell 
him about his new-found Christian faith, he was hardly 
éloquent. Indeed, he was so immature in the faith that 
he blundered badly in the theological realm: “We have 
found Him of whom Moses in the law and also the 
prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 
Of course, Jesus was not Joseph’s son, but Philip had 
not yet learned that important point. 

As a matter of fact, had Nathanael inquired where, 
in the law and prophets, Jesus of Nazareth was prom- 
ised, poor Philip might have been really at a loss. Yet, 
his lack of biblical knowledge did not restrain his 
ebullient witness. Nor should any Christian layman’s 
awareness of his limitations and inadequacy in biblical 
matters restrict his enthusiastic personal evangelistic 
note. The Lord always has a way of overruling our 
errors due to sincere—though not willing—ignorance. 

When Nathanael posed a perplexing problem— 
“Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”—Philip 
did not know the answer. But he knew where the an- 
swer could be found. “Come and see!” was his simple 
reply. And today’s Christian witness can, when unable 
to answer arguments proposed by those whom he 
seeks to win to Christ, offer to take the inquirers to a 
minister or more advanced Christian layman. 

Perhaps the root of the whole matter is this: how 
much confidence do we have in our Christian faith— 
and our Lord? How fully have we entered into the 
depths of the Christian life? Does Christ mean enough 
to us that we want to have others meet Him too? In 
proportion to our identification with Christ—i.e., our 
surrender to His Lordship over our lives—our personal 
evangelistic witness and the church’s Bible teaching 
and missionary outreach, will be effective. 





WHAT IS 
THE WORLD 


TO? 


In the first of a new series of 
prophetic articles 

Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse 
unveils the stirring 

panorama of God’s plan from 
the dawn of creation 


to the reign of the Antichrist. 


ALKING into a bank one day, I stopped at the 

desk of a Christian. After a word of salutation 
he burst out, “What is the world coming to?” Before I 
could answer, he continued, “Men everywhere are ask- 
ing the same question. Men who are not interested in 
Christian things are shaking their heads and asking if 
we are coming to the end of the world.” 

I left the bank and walked down the street with a 
man who is in constant touch with businessmen from 
sales managers to peddlers. He remarked that men 
everywhere are discussing the low state of morals, of 
religion, of ideas and ideals. They too are asking, 
“What is the world coming to? Can things keep on as 
they are?” 

One man had said that although he was not a stu- 
dent of the Bible, his wife was, and frankly he was be- 
ginning to wonder if she was not right in saying that 
the end of the age was approaching and the Savior 
was coming back soon. 

Now, we can never really understand what the world 
is coming to until first of all we understand where the 
world has been. Until we appreciate where God in- 
tended us to be, and until we fully appreciate where 
we are, we shall never be in a position to understand 
our future. For the history of the world is in reality an 
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outward manifestation of the unseen warfare between 
God and Satan. The Bible gives us the record of this 
conflict in its past, its present, and its future. 

In the beginning, there was only God, perfect and 
self-sufficient. God created the magnificance of Heaven 
and peopled the universe with vasts hosts of spirit be- 
ings usually called angels. Over them God set His most 
wonderful creature, Lucifer, who acted as prime minis- 
ter of the universe. He was God’s prophet, speaking 
for God; as God’s priest, he presented the worship of 
the universe to God; and as God’s king he ruled the 
universe for God. He was full of wisdom and perfect 
in beauty. 

Then by a sort of spontaneous combustion within 
his own heart Lucifer got the idea that he could 
run the universe without God. He declared his in- 
dependence, and a certain number of the angelic host 
broke away with him. The scene of his rebellion was 
apparently the earth; and if so, it explains why this‘tiny 
speck of dust amid the galaxies is the stage for the 
drama of the ages. 


FALL OF SATAN 


In response to Satan’s challenge, God blasted the 
earth with judgment, and it became “without form and 
void’”—a wreck and a ruin; “and darkness covered the 
face of the deep.” God’s reason was this: Lucifer 
(Light Bearer), you have become Satan (Adversary). 
You claim you can run the universe without Me; there 
is your earth, all scrambled. Now, show your power by 
unscrambling it. And God gave Satan thousands, per- 
haps millions, of years in which to restore the earth. 
When Satan’s impotence had been sufficiently exposed, 
God spoke; and the power of His Word accomplished 
what Satan could not do. The creation was reformed, 
trefashioned, and remodeled; and then god created 
Adam and Eve. One key to understanding the story is 
the statement in Psalm 8 that man was created “a little 
lower than the angels,” for the Bible teaches that one 
day God will raise redeemed men and women to a po- 
sition above the angels. 

When Satan saw man placed over the domain that 
had once been his, he conceived a profound idea. He 
would get man to sin. Knowing that God is absolutely 
holy and that His perfection demands punishment of 
sin, Satan thought that if he could get man to sin, God 
could do nothing with man. In effect Satan reasoned, 
“By seducing man, God, I have scrambled that egg; 
now see if You can unscramble it.” 

Of course God knew the plans of Satan and had al- 
ready prepared the pattern of salvation. It is true that 
God’s blessing comes in accord with rigid principles, 
like a stream falling over a cliff, drawn by the law of 
gravity to one spot. It is also true that God’s curse must 
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fall according to rigid principles. Satan moved man to 
leave the place of blessing for that of cursing. But 
Satan miscalculated. He did not know the depths of the 
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God. 

Next, God chose one man, Abraham, and promised 
to him, and through him, redemption for the human 
race. Abraham became the ancestor of the Jewish peo- 
ple, who were and will yet be important elements in the 
plan of God. They were chosen for one great purpose, 
which explains Satan’s repeated attacks on the Jews 
throughout history. If he could destroy the Jew, he 
would frustrate God’s purpose; but this can never be. 
For centuries, it appeared that Satan had succeeded. 
The Jewish people were scattered and their Temple de- 
stroyed; and, from a human or satanic view, these 
people became insignificant among the nations of the 
earth. But God preserved a remnant through whom 
He accomplished His purpose. 

Then, Christ came. And here was the one great pur- 
pose in God’s marvelous preservation of Israel: 
through them, His Son would become a man and be 
made a curse for us. By His death He took under His 
protection a great company of believers, both Jews and 
Gentiles. These were saved, not by their character, 
works, or religion, but by the sheer grace of God. It 
pleased Him to save this company of believers for His 
own glory. Out of His years of life on earth, Christ 
emerged with a company of believers who have the 
life of Christ within them. 

Today, God is adding to that company of believers 
all who commit themselves to Jesus Christ, and who 
are relaying solely on His death on the cross. At the 
same time, God is watching Satan’s vain attempts to or- 
ganize humanity for his own ends, and man’s equally 
vain attempts to effect some sort of peace and justice 
without surrendering to the will and Word of God. 


FUTURE OUTLOOK 


We are now ready to turn to the future. Things will 
not always continue as at present, nor will man suc- 
ceed in bettering himself. The course of this age has 
been already traced and will continue according to 
God’s plan. 

I am setting no dates; I have no patience with those 
who pretend to know exactly where we are on the 
clock of time. The events announced in Bible prophecy 
might begin to take place today; but again, they might 
not accur for decades. Christ Himself said that no man 
would know the day or the hour, the times or the sea- 
sons. We are content to leave all these things in the 
hands of our God. 

The first great event in prophecy is the superna- 
tural removal of all believers from the world. As soon 
as this separation takes place, events on earth will 
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shape up very rapidly. After the removal of the be- 
lievers, the first great development upon earth will be 
political. Europe will be divided into two armed 
camps. All the Mediterranean countries, together with 
the others which composed the Roman Empire, will be 
gathered under one head. Russia and Germany, with 
other nations, will form a bloc to oppose them. The 
prophecies of the Word of God on this subject are as 
definite as anyone could desire. As an illustration of 
tendencies in the world today that show this drift, 
former Prime Minister Edoured Herriot of France 
in his book Les Etats Unis d’ Europe, indicates 
that the union of countries will develop for economic 
reasons, to meet the competition of Russia. In other 
words, he excludes Russia from the United States of 
Europe, which is quite in line with biblical prophecy. 


UNITED EUROPE 


During the 19th century, the great German states- 
men Otto von Bismarck united the many petty Ger- 
man states into the Zollverein—customs union. Since 
trade follows the flag, eventually these German states 
united politically to form the German nation. In our 
time, Belguim, Netherlands and Luxembourg—the 
Benelux countries—have formed a customs union and 
no longer maintain tariff barriers among themselves. 
And now all the nations of Europe are working to 
break down customs barriers in order to form the 
United States of Europe, for they recognize that 
Europe must unite to meet the threat of either America 
or Russia. 

The Bible teaches that the nations of Europe will 
not only form a customs union, but will unite politically 
into the ten nations inside the boundaries of the old 
Roman Empire indicated in Daniel’s prophecy. Under 
the leadership of Antichrist, these nations will fight a 
final war with Russia in Palestine. When you search 
for the forerunner of the Antichrist, do not look for a 
monster of vice and wickedness; do not look for a 
saber-rattling dictator. Look, rather, for a man who 
dominates business; who can present a plan that will 
bring the world out of chaos and can save the world 
from the mess that it has created for itself. Such a man 
will emerge to take the helm of world affairs. 

Antichrist will dominate all business, government 
and religion; for there will be a continuance of religious 
observance without Christ, after all believers are re- 
moved. The Word of God teaches that no man will be 
able to buy or sell unless he consents to have a mark 
branded on his forehead or right hand, as the sign of 
his subservience to Antichrist. This sinister being will 
come to power during that brief period between the re- 
moval of believers from the world, and the return of 
Christ with these believers to execute judgment and 
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set up His righteous kingdom. During the reign of Anti- 
christ there will be a tremendous increase in lawless- 
ness, with which our present-day lawlessness cannot 
be compared. 

God will pour out great judgments upon the earth, 
The Book of Revelation contains terrible scenes of 
judgment, difficult for us to understand because they 
are described in the first-century vocabulary of John’s 
day. It is as though a man from Tibet should attempt to 
explain modern inventions in his language, which has 
no vocabulary to describe our civilization. At least we 
know that war, famine, pestilence and earthquakes will 
occur in everincreasing strength, and that these things 
are only the beginning of sorrows. Man will attempt 
suicide, but the power to do so will be taken away by 
God so that they will be forced to endure the terrors 
which He will visit upon the unrepentant world. 

Nevertheless, there will be an attempt to account 
for these things by naturalistic explanations. Religion 
will go its own sweet way, totally without regard for 
God, since all true believers will have been superna- 
turally removed from the world. The church organiza- 
tion will be left in the hands of those who are the tares 
spoken of in Matthew 13. They will take possession 
of all ecclesiastical organizations, federated into one 
great super-church. Antichrist will use this superchurch 
for his own ends, but at heart he will be against religion 
and will suddenly turn upon this religious organiza- 
tion, and, because it is not the true church, he will 
destroy it. 


BELIEVERS REMOVED 


The day will come when every true element will be 
removed from all the churches. Then, look out! Anti- 
christ will issue his decree. Revelation 18 tells the 
story:—‘So give her a like measure of torment and 
mourning. Since in her heart she says, ‘A queen I sit, 
I am no widow, mourning I shall never see,’ so shall 
her plaques come in a single day, pestilence and 
mourning and famine, and she shall be burned with 
fire; for mighty is the Lord God who judges her. And 
the kings of the earth, who committed fornication and 
were wanton with her, will weep and wail over her 
when they see the smoke of her burning; they will 
stand far off, in fear of her torment, and say, ‘Alas! 
alas! thou great city, thou mighty city, Babylon! In one 
hour has thy judgment come” (vs. 7-10). 

Many other things will come to a head in those days. 
Even now, future events are casting their shadows in 
the tendencies we see about us. Current history shows 
evidence of the restoration of Israel and Palestine; the 
formation of the United Nations, and of the Great 
Northern Confederacy of Russia and her satellites; the 
common development of Fascism and Communism; 
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the increase of lawlessness; the fusion and federation of 
church organizations, development of humanistic re- 
ligion; increase of spiritism; the popular exaltation of 
passing idols; the passing of capital into the hands of a 
few and the growth of business trusts; the prevalence 
of luxuries and the rarity of necessities; increase of 
warlike inventions, natural catastrophies; rapid perfect- 
ing of communications and transportation; increase of 
immorality; economic disorders; education used as a 
means of demoralization. All these tendencies are pre- 
paring men to accept the Antichrist of the future. 


COMING JUDGMENT 


Some may say that we are painting a black scene, 
that we are preaching a doctrine of pessimism. Noth- 
ing could be farther from the truth. Although black 
days are ahead for the earth, nevertheless, the 
brightest days also are ahead. Those who reject Christ 
are heading for awful doom. They will seek death and 
will not find it. They will cry for the rocks and the 
mountains to fall upon them and hide them from the 
wrath of the Lamb, but their cry will not be heard. For 
alittle while the king of lawlessness will rule over the 
world while catastrophies of judgment flood the earth. 
But finally the end will come. Satan’s kingdom is di- 
vided against itself. Therefore, it cannot stand. The 
great division of powers between the United States of 
Europe and the Great Northern Confederacy will clash 
at Armageddon when the northern power seeks to in- 
vade Palestine to seize its riches. Suddenly, in the midst 
of that terrible conflict, the Lord Himself will come to 
earth accompanied by myriads of His own saints. 

His coming shall be one of power and triumph. He 
will not come again as a meek and lowly Nazarene, to 
be rejected by willful men. Some time ago, one of our 
columinists wrote that if Christ should attempt to enter 
the United States today, He would be refused admis- 
sion by the immigration officials. The columinist’s news- 
paper ran an article in its Sunday edition with the 
caption: “If He—Christ—should come again—-NOW.” 
There was a picture of Christ with a pastoral scene of 
old Judea on the one side and a scene of modern civi- 
lization on the other—skyscrapers, airplanes, ships, 
automobiles, tractors, guns, and submarines. The theme 
of the article was that Christ would not find it such a 
bad world after all, except that men had not learned to 
love one another. 

Not so! Christ will come in righteousness, ruling with 
arod of iron. He will dash His enemies to pieces like a 
potter’s vessel. He will not come through the ports of 
immigration but upon the clouds of Heaven. Read 
God’s description of that moment: — 

“Behold, the Lord came with his holy myriads, to 
execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the un- 
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godly of all their deeds of ungodliness which they have 
committed in such an ungodly way, and of all the 
harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken 
against him” (Jude 14, 15). 

And the Lord Jesus is to be “revealed from heaven 
with his mighty angels in flaming fire, inflicting venge- 
ance upon those who do not know God and upon those 
who do not obey. the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They 
shall suffer the punishment of eternal destruction and 
exclusion from the presence of the Lord and from the 
glory of his might” (II Thess. 1:7-9). 

These warnings of judgment cannot be laughed off 
by those who are in rebellion against God. For God 
has already proved the integrity of His Word by putting 
restlessness within the heart of men who reject His Son 
and are indifferent to Him. Why is man restless? 
Through His ancient prophet Isaiah God gives the an- 
swer: “The wicked are like the tossing sea: for it cannot 
rest, and its waters toss up mire and dirt. There is no 
peace, says my God, for the wicked” (Isa. 57:20, 21). 


WHAT MAN FEARS 


Man’s restlessness gives the lie to his atheistic atti- 
tude, for he knows the Scripture is right when it .says, 
“The fool says in his heart, ‘There is no God’ ” (Psalm 
14:1). The evidence of this foolishness is man’s fear of 
death. Why does man fear death? It is not death itself 
that he fears, but he knows that after death he must 
meet the God whom he has ignored in life. 

However, man does not need to be fearful and 
foolish; he need not remain a stranger and an alien, 
having no hope and without God, for the door of grace 
is still open. Now the gospel call comes clearly to you: 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be 
saved.” 

Today the door of grace is wide open. If you will ad- 
mit that you are unworthy; that you are a sinner; that 
you have fallen short of that perfection which His holi- 
ness must require, then you may come to the cross of 
Jesus Christ where His precious blood cleanses you 
from all sin. God will give you His perfect righteous- 
ness because He has put all your sin on His Son. 
Before these terrors of judgment break upon the earth, 
His born-again ones will be removed, and you who be- 
lieve will go to be with Him and be forever safe within 
the glories of Heaven while the cup of His wrath is 
poured out upon the earth. 

After that brief time of most awful judgment, the 
earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as 
the waters cover the sea. The Lord will reign in Jerusa- 
lem, the meek will inherit the earth, the mourners will 
be comforted, and the pure in heart at long last will 
see God. 

Even so, come quickly, Lord Jesus! Come quickly! 
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T HE PROBLEM of race is repeatedly flaring up in 
widely scattered parts of the earth. As the world 
becomes “smaller” and diverse communities of the hu- 


the problem is becoming more vital than ever. 

Today this problem is posing a major international 
crisis to our generation. But especially is it a Christian 
crisis. 

As the Christian public faces this problem, it must 
continually return to Scripture and ask: “What does 
the Bible say to the Church about the race problem?” 

At all costs we must avoid two pitfalls. On the one 
hand Christians in areas like South Africa or the South 
of the U.S.A. should take care lest wishful thinking 
lead them into a too facile acceptance of so-called 
“scriptural” justification for a policy of segregation or 
apartheid within the Church. 

Often mentioned in such argumentation are Babel 
and the injunction to the Israelites not to intermingle 
with the surrounding peoples. It is argued: If God di- 
vided the peoples at Babel or commanded Israel to 
remain separate, who are we to say: “Integrate”? We 
should respect God’s decrees, accept diversity as part 
of God’s pattern and propagate segregation in Church 
and State. 

This pitfall results in an acceptance of racial prej- 
udice and pride as normal and blunts the sharp edges 
of the gospel’s challenge to all human pride and man’s 
refusal to accept his brother. 

The second pitfall is as real and as dangerous. It is 
the pitfall to which many liberals succumb: to view man 


The author, professor of the History of Christianity at 
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in the abstract and to lay down general principles with- 
out taking account of either the reality of diversity or 
of concrete historical situations in which the immediate 
application of absolute standards would cause only 
chaos, tension and disaster. The fact is that man can 
never be viewed in the abstract. No man lives in a 
vacuum. He is rooted in some very real and concrete 
historical situations. Not to take this into account is to 
cater to disaster. 

In trying to work out a Christian approach to the 
race problem, we find that the Bible is not race- 
conscious. It is not sensitive to race as such. It is doubt- 
ful whether the Bible says anything definite about race 
at all, at least in the modern biological sense of the 
word. Not race but faith is the prominent category in 
the Old as well as the New Testament. In the Bible the 
decisive categories are not racial units but believers 
and unbelievers. Even the injunction to Israel not to 
intermingle with the surrounding peoples has no racial 
basis (in a biological sense). This is clear from the fact 
that all these surrounding peoples belonged to the same 
race as the Israelites. They were also Semites. But they 
served other gods. It was not a racial but a purely re- 
ligious injunction. 

Through its whole history Israel made proselytes 
from the ends of the earth. These numbers of other 
races who accepted the God of Israel in course of time 
became true Israelites, and were integrated into Israel. 
But Israel as the people of the Covenant were forbid- 
den to intermingle with the surrounding pagan people 
of the same race so that they would not be drawn away 
from Jehovah to serve other gods. To use Israel as an 
argument for racial segregation in the modern world 
makes no sense at all. 

In some quarters much is made of the Tower of 
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Babel and the delusion of tongues whereby the people 
of that day were divided into different linguistic groups 
or nations. By this act of God the sinful unity of man 
vas broken. After that, humanity was divided by the 
barriers of language. 
Many liberals regard this as a legend, but as Bible- 
ieving Christians we accept it as history. It would 
Snot do merely to dismiss it as legend or myth. If we ac- 
spt it as history, as a real act of God in history, we 
must ask: “What is Babel’s significance today?” 

I believe Babel still has significance. It reminds us 
that humanity, as a result of sin, is a broken humanity. 

We must however guard against the tendency among 
many Christian people to argue that God at Babel di- 
yided humanity into nations and races and that the 
RAIS obligation rests on us to respect these God-given divi- 
sions and that even. today all race-mixing is against the 


will of God. 

This line of argumentation rests on the misconcep- 
with. | tion that this division was static and not dynamic. Ac- 
ty or | tually these original “nations” which came into being at 
diate | the division at Babel no longer exist. Out of them have 
only developed through the ages, under God’s guidance, a 
1 can | great diversity of new peoples mostly as a result of 


in a | facial mixture. 

crete If racial mixture was against God’s will, the develop- 
is to | ment of all modern nations (including my own and that 
of the U.S.A.) must be sinful and against God’s ordi- 
) the | nances. Then all modern. nations stand under the 
race- | judgment of God because the original divisions of 
subt- | Babel were not conscientiously adhered to. Such a 
race | View makes no sense at all and must be discarded 
f the | in toto. 

ry in In fact, the diversity is dynamic. There will always 
e the | be different nations and races, as part of God’s com- 
vers | mon grace to control sin and lawlessness. But God 
st to | takes care of the diversity. New nations or peoples 
acial | are continually called into being under God’s guidance 
fact | as the result of the merging of two or more existing na- 
same tional or racial groups. 

they Therefore, if the question is put to me: “If a person 
y re- | marries someone of another race, is it a sinful union?” 
only one answer is possible: “No, not necessarily.” 

lytes It can, like any marriage to a member of the same 
‘ther | race or nation, be a sinful union, but not because it is a 
time | marriage to someone of another race. We cannot in the 
rael. | light of Scripture condemn intermarriage as necessarily 
bid- | sinful or against the will of God. 

ople It is quite another question whether this type of mar- 
way | Tiage must be advocated however. So many factors are 
san | involved—language, culture, background,  chil- 
orld | dren, etc..—that in many instances I would advise 
against it in the strongest possible terms. 

r of Even if I had been free to marry a South African 
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white and African couple I would, with the South 
African situation in view, feel it my positive responsi- 
bility to advise against it most strongly especially in the 
interest of the children born out of such a marriage. 
But I would not feel justified to state dogmatically that 
the marriage of two people belonging to different races 
is a sin before God. I would have no scriptural justi- 
fication for such a stand. 

The Tower of Babel, in Genesis 11, as I have stated, 
continually reminds us that God broke a sinful unity 
through an act in history. But we must not isolate 
Genesis 11 from Genesis 12, the call of Abraham in 
whom all the generations of the earth would be blessed. 
This points to the real unity of believers in Christ 
Jesus. 

Babel was not God’s last word. 

After Babel many stupendous things happened. 
Christ was born. God became flesh and dwelt among 
us. There was a day of Pentecost and Ephesians 2 was 
written by the Apostle Paul in which we get a deep in- 
sight into the meaning of the Crucifixion of Christ and 
of the Church, the people of God, constituted from 
Jews and heathens. 


NO BARRIERS IN CHRIST 


In Christ all barriers fall away. This does not mean 
that in Christ we no longer have differentiation. But 
differentiation is something different from isolation. 

In the New Testament all isolation between peoples 
is in principle broken down for ever. Now the basic 
division in the midst of all diversity is the division of 
those who are for Christ and those who are against 
Him. Diversity may never erroneously be substituted 
for division or apartness (apartheid) as is too often 
done in most unexpected circles. These two concepts 
are miles apart. Has the Church any mandate to keep 
races intact or “pure”? I doubt it. The Church has the 
clear responsibility however to seek and to demon- 
strate the unity of the people of God in spite of all 
racial or cultural diversity. 

The Church as the Body of Christ, the communion 
of the saints, the people of God, is based not on racial 
or ethnic factors but on faith. The Church, standing in 
the midst of a world of rich human diversity, may not 
neglect or ignore this God-given diversity, but on the 
other hand the Church, as the break-through of the 
coming age into this present sinful dispensation, must 
ever be true to its character and high calling to unite 
believers from all nations and races and in its own life 
and to overcome the barriers which divide believer 
from unbeliever. 

Where practical considerations of language, cultural 
background, etc., make it desirable to have separate 

(Continued on page 47) 
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Here are the results of a five- 
year study of the RSV text by 
recognized conservative scholars. 


By MARTIN SCHARLEMANN 





VERY AUTHORIZED translation of the Bible has been 
E greeted with its share of brickbats, some sacred 
and others less so. Even the translators of our revered 
King James Version felt compelled to reckon with this 
kind of reaction. They did so in a long introduction to 
the Book, entitled The Translators to the Reader. 

Of their own work they felt constrained to remark, 
“It is welcomed with suspicion instead of love, and 
with emulation instead of thanks: and if there be any 
hole left for cavil to enter (and cavil, if it do not find a 
hole, will make one), it is sure to be misconstrued, or 
in danger to be condemned.” 

No one familiar with the story of Bible translations, 
therefore, was surprised when the Revised Standard 
Version of the New Testament (1946) and of the Old 
Testament (1952) came under severe attack, in many 
cases by persons least qualified to form a proper judg- 
ment. The new translation was roundly condemned as 
constituting a massive assault on Christian truth. Some 
said that the translators were infidels—every least one 
of them! Others were equally vehement in insisting 
that no committee of scholars using contemporary 
methods of research could produce anything of con- 
structive value. All of this had been said already in the 
days when Jerome prepared the Vulgate and especially 
at the time of King James. Really only one new.epithet 


The author is director of graduate studies and professor 
of New Testament Exegesis at Concordia Seminary, St. 
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OW ARD 
A 
REVISED 
RSV 


appeared in reaction to the RSV: Some of the members 
on the committee were said to be Communists, or at 
least Communist sympathizers! 

Every denomination had its share of very vocal 
critics at the time. One church body—and only one— 
determined to study the whole question of the RSV as 
objectively as possible, in the interest of constructive 
suggestions for later editions. This was the Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod. Its Advisory Committee on 
English Bible Versions spent five years in a detailed 
study of the new version and has forwarded its findings 
to the American Standard Bible Committee for possible 
inclusion in the revision of 1962. 

For this gigantic task the ACEBV used the help of 
about 30 Greek and Hebrew experts from the Missouri 
Synod. These investigated the individual books of both 
the Old and the New Testaments. The ACEBV itself 
examined and sifted the voluminous results of these 
studies. This intensive examination revealed few in- 
stances in which a change in translation seemed to be 
absolutely necessary. But there are quite a few pas- 
sages in which greater accuracy or improvement in 
style will require some reworking. 

The ACEBV worded its own general reaction as 
follows: “The RSV is not a heretical Bible which vio- 
lates and distorts the truth of Scripture. Every doc- 
trine confessed by the church finds a secure basis im 
this version, and every error rejected by the church 
here finds confutation.” 

The committee spent many hours. with the problem 
of Isaiah 7:14, which the RSV translates, “Behold, a 
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young woman shall conceive and bear a son, and shall 
call his name Immanuel.” The pros and the cons of this 
‘rendition were heard out and carefully weighed. In 
is instance the ACEBV has recommended the use of 
maiden,” a term which the RSV itself uses for the He- 
ew almah in four other instances. . 

As far as the Old Testament is concerned the 
ACEBV’s report lists only four passages in which 
anges are regarded as essential. The most significant 
f these is found in Genesis 22:17, 18, where the RSV 
s the word “descendants.” The committee has re- 
mmended that the word “offspring” be used here as 
Genesis 15:3. This change will help the Bible stu- 
mt in understanding the point made by the apostle 
ul in Galatians 3:16, where he quotes this passage 
in such a way as to underline the significance of the 
fact that the sacred text uses the singular of the noun 
at this place. To support its suggestion the ACEBV 
has appended to its report a rather detailed study of 
the word “seed.” . 

Just why the translator of Psalm 2:11 wrote “kiss 
his feet” rather than “kiss the Son” is difficult to com- 
prehend, unless it was done to arouse discussion or to 
bers introduce a highly individualistic interpretation. There 
is absolutely neither manuscript nor version support 















r at 

for such a rendering. That is why the ACEBV views 
ocel achange here as essential. 
we Eleven passages in the Old Testament ought to be 


V os redone in the interest of greater accuracy. This is the 
considered view of the Committee. One of these pas- 


a sages is Isaiah 7:14, which has already been discussed. 
> on Some of the recommendations involve no more than , 
ailed putting into the text proper what is now in the foot- 
lings notes and vice versa, as in Psalm 45:6 and in Zec- 


sible | Mariah 11:12, 13. 


' NEW TESTAMENT CHANGES 
) 
de The New Testament section of the report lists only 


both two places where a change is viewed as necessary. The 
first one is Romans 3:30. For some unaccountable rea- 


— son the translator wrote “because of their faith” de- 
a spite the fact that eight verses previously he rendered 
ok exactly the same phrase correctly as meaning “through 
pas- faith.” 
t je The second suggestion in the New Testament sec- 
tion has to do with the phrase “married only once,” as 
aa it occurs in I Timothy 3:2; 3:12; (5:9); Titus 1:6. 
viel Here the ACEBV members feel that the Greek original 


dow ought to be used (“the husband of one wife,” etc.), 
sis and that in this way the problem of interpretation will 
di put into the hands of the reader himself. 

Fifty-one other suggestions are made that would im- 
blem prove the reading of individual passages. For instance, 
id, a the ACEBV calls the inconsistency of the RSV in 
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handling the Greek idou (“behold”) in John’s Gospel 
“irritating.” The “behold” is used in 19:4, but is 
dropped in verses 5 and 14. Such omission is cer- 
tainly unwarranted and tends to create the impression 
of doctrinal prejudice on the part of the translator. 

In connection with the rendering of the centurion’s, 
“Truly this was a son of God” in Mark 15: 39 (Mat- 
thew 27:54) the members of the ACEBV call atten- 
tion to the fact that Colwell’s “Definite Rule” as well 
as the theme of the Gospel favor the use of the definite 
article. A simple solution to the problem would be the 
rendering, “Truly this man was God’s son.” This would 
leave the interpreter a choice. 

The RSV renders .part of James 2:22 with “faith 
was completed by works.” Here the ACEBV calls at- 
tention to Goodspeed’s happy turn, “faith found its 
highest expression.” At 1 John 5:4b evidence from 
the papyri is cited for the fact that a Greek aorist parti- 
ciple used with the definite article cannot be rendered 


with a present tense in English as the RSV has done in 


this case. This is more than a bit of pedantry; for, the 
past tense suggests that faith already has overcome the 
world, and the victory spoken of in 4a is the daily ap- 
propriation of the initial conquest by faith. 


NEW FOOTNOTES 


At the very end of its official report, the ACEBV 
makes the very constructive suggestion that the “long 
ending” of Mark (16:9-20) and the “pericope of the 
adulteress” (John 8:1-11) be given in the text proper, 
in brackets. This was the practice followed by Moffatt 
and Goodspeed, both of whom in some respects seem 
to have demonstrated a higher regard for the sensi- 
tivities of the serious Bible reader than did some of the 
RSV translators. In these instances an adequate foot- 
note might be used to explain that these portions were 
probably not part of the original documents. The 
ACEBV definitely favors the inclusion of the words of 
institution in Luke’s account of the Lord’s Supper (22: 
19b, 20) in view of the fact that an increasing num- 
ber of scholars now defend the authenticity of these 
words. But the committee makes no mention at all of 
the omission in Matthew 6 of the doxology to the 
Lord’s Prayer. It is more than likely that the failure to 
note this difference between the RSV and the KJV has 
its source in the fact that in Luther’s Small Catechism 
as well as in some of the minor services of the Lutheran 
Church this doxology is not used, reflecting a liturgical 
practice dating from the early centuries of the church’s 
life. 

With respect to Old Testament quotations used in 
the New, the ACEBV has submitted two recommenda- 
tions; namely, 

(Continued on page 36) 


If you will not bend, God will have to break you. 17 








Fellowship 
is not 

for 
porcupines 


It's for you, and 
here’s a striking article 
to explain why and how. 





EOPLE, according to Schopenhauer, the German 

philosopher, are like a pack of porcupines on a 
freezing winter night. The sub-zero temperature forces 
them together for warmth. But as soon as they press 
very close, they jab and hurt one another. So they 
separate again, only to attempt in vain over and over 
again to huddle together. 

What a sad, semi-humorous picture of humanity 
that is! But why are people like porcupines? 

It is simply this. While we have been made by God 
to live together, apart from Jesus Christ we do not and 
we cannot live in fellowship. 

One of our most controversial thinkers today, Jean 
Paul Sartre, has written a play with the title “No Exit.” 
Three people are locked up for eternity. Unable to es- 
cape, they irritate, torture and enrage one another un- 
til the sole male character, Garcin, exclaims, “Hell— 
is other people!” 

Why is it impossible to achieve fellowship without 
Jesus Christ? Why is it that, instead of finding joyful 
fulfillment in relationship with people, we often ex- 
perience agonizing frustration? 

The Bible gives a simple answer. Sin has fractured 
human fellowship, and sin keeps on fracturing it. Sin 
splinters relationships even among old friends, even 
within families, even between husband and wife. 

When Adam sinned, his fellowship with God was 
shattered. When Adam sinned, he begat sons whose 
fraternity ended in murder. Sin, therefore, has frac- 
tured human fellowship, and sin will keep on fracturing 
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it no matter how desperately people without Jesus 
Christ struggle to achieve a relationship of love and 
trust and service among themselves. The estrangement 
of sin, as corrosive as acid, as destructive as dynamite, 
must be overcome before fellowship can be achieved. 

The Bible has much to say about fellowship. In 
Scripture, fellowship signifies a relation profoundly and 
pervasively intimate. In fact, it is used of the relation- 
ship between husband and wife in marriage, a relation 
in which two become one, so that, though individuality 
is never lost, yet out of plurality a rare and wonderful 
unity emerges. 

Fellowship, when employed in connection with the 


_ gospel, indicates a complete sharing of spiritual posses- 


sions, responsibilities, and experiences. Such in brief, 
is the meaning of fellowship, and that meaning gives to 
us the essence of the New Testament Church. For 
vertically as well as horizontally every New Testa- 
ment church is to be a fellowship. 

The idea of the Church as a fellowship is peculiarly 
intriguing because God is a fellowship. God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit dwell together 
in a fellowship of life, love and light. They dwell to- 
gether in a fellowship of life because they all partake 
of one essence and substance. They dwell together ina 
fellowship of love because there is among Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit an absolute identity of interest, a 
harmonious mutuality of purpose, and a_ passionate 
intensity of devotion. The members of the Trinity also 
dwell together in a fellowship of light. For what is 
at its very bottom except selfishness? And in the divine 
fellowship there is no shadow of selfishness, no black 
cloud of sin. Instead, forever and forever God the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit live in the sunshine of ut- 
clouded love. 

Now this fellowship of the triune God is the pattem 
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for the Church. Our Lord Jesus affirms this explicitly 
in John 17: “Neither pray I for these alone, but for 
them also which shall believe on me. through their 
word; that they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in 
me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: 
that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. And 
the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; 
that they may be one, even as we are one: I in them, 
and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; 
and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, 
and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.” 

Hence the members of a New Testament church 
are to constitute a fellowship of life, love and light. 
They constitute a fellowship of life because they all 
share the very life of Jesus Christ by faith. They con- 
stitute a fellowship of love since they are indwelt by 
the Holy Spirit and thus bound together in a super- 
natural affection and concern one for another. They 
constitute a fellowship of light, thinking and acting in 
unity and selflessness, living that life of love which 
must be a life of light. Such is to be the fellowship 
within the New Testament church, a fellowship which 
dé nonstrates in time and space the realities within the 
Godhead. 

If man is to be like God here and now he quite 
obviously cannot fulfill his destiny in isolation as a sort 
of Robinson Crusoe. He must be a member of a fellow- 
ship. 

But fellowship is a necessity for another reason, 
and that reason is strikingly suggested by Genesis 2: 
18: “And the Lord God said, it is not good that the 
man should be alone; I will make him an helpmeet 
for him.” Man was made to live in fellowship. He was 
not made to live as a recluse, a hermit, a lone wolf. He 
was made to live in fellowship with God, of course, but 
in addition to that he was made to live in fellowship 
with his neighbor. He was made to enter into a relation 
of love and trust and service with people like himself. 
And unless he does this, man becomes emotionally 
sick; he grows miserable, frustrated and neurotic. Only 
in fellowship can man become what God created him 
to be. Thus only in fellowship can a man experience 
fulfillment spiritually as well as psychologically. 


DOUGH WITHOUT YEAST 


The implications of this for the building of a New 
Testament Church are immense. For only in the fel- 
lowship of the New Testament Church can human 
loneliness be effectively overcome; and thus only in 
the fellowship of the New Testament Church can man 
find that fulfillment for which God has created him. 

Man’s most heroic efforts of fellowship inevitably 
end in dismal failure. He does not find life-fulfilling 
fellowship in his lodges, his clubs, his associations. At 
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best all of these offer a sham-fellowship a relation of 
pseudo-love, without unity or heart and mind and pur- 
pose. Something is lacking in all of these efforts, ef- 
forts which end with futility compounded by futility. 
Without Jesus Christ human fellowship is like dough 
without yeast or like a light bulb without electricity. 
Something utterly vital is lacking. And Paul tells us what 
that something is in Ephesians 2:14-18, as he dis- 
cusses the age-old estrangement between Jew and 
Gentile. How can traditional enemies be fused into a fel- 
lowship of life and love and light? Listen: “For he is 
our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken 
down the middle wall of partition between us; having 
abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of com- 
mandments contained in ordinances; for to make in 
himself of twain one new man, so making peace.” How, 
then, is the miracle of fellowship effected so that age- 
old enemies are fused together in life and love and 


light? 


FOUR MARKS OF FELLOWSHIP 


That miracle is effected by the passion of Jesus 
Christ: “And that he might reconcile both unto God in 
one body by the cross, having slain the enmity 
thereby.” That miracle is effected by the proclamation 
of the Savior’s passion: “And came and preached 
peace to you which were afar off, and to them that 
were nigh.” That miracle is effected by the power of 
the Holy Spirit as the Savior’s passion is proclaimed: 
“For through him we both have access by one Spirit 
unto the Father.” It is apparent, consequently, why 
without Jesus Christ all efforts to create fellowship end 
in futility compounded by futility. There can be no fel- 
lowship without a common enablement by the Holy 
Spirit who subdues our innate selfishness and enables 
us, loving Jesus Christ, to live together in love. So 
then we lay it down as a dogmatic proposition: the 
only mortar which can hold people together in loving 
fellowship is the mortar mixed with the blood of Cal- 
vary. 

Now all of this drives us to consider a haunting ques- 
tion. Do our churches possess the characteristics of 
New Testament fellowship? Are we building churches 
which offer people a pseudo-fellowship or are we build- 
ing churches which offer people the life-fulfilling fel- 
lowship which the New Testament sets forth? Granted 
that we are building churches. Granted that we are 
gathering large congregations. What do people discover 
when they unite with us? Are these churches of ours 
New Testament churches marked by a spiritual vital- 
ity? 

First, the New Testament fellowship is characterized 
by diversity. “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor 
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female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:28). 

In the first-century churches a wide range of diver- 
sity existed. There was not alone the usual diversity of 
age and sex and temperament; there was also a great 
difference economically, socially, and racially. Slaves 
and noblemen sat side by side at the Lord’s Table re- 
membering Calvary. And this very diversity was one 
of the things about which those early Christians 
properly boasted. 

Is this still true of our churches today? Or are we 
tending to. become exclusive assemblies of middle class 
snobs? Do we sincerely welcome the people who live 
on the wrong side of the track? Do we sincerely wel- 
come the people whose clothes are shabby? Do we 
sincerely welcome the people who cannot afford the 
deodorants we use? Do we sincerely welcome the peo- 
ple whose political opinions may not agree with the 
Republican platform? Do we sincerely welcome the 
people whose skin may be a few shades darker than 
tan? Are we building New Testament churches in 
which the unwanted and unloved are wanted and 
loved in the name of Jesus Christ? In short, is New 
Testament diversity a characteristic of our churches 
today? 


UNITY FROM POLYGLOT 


Second, a New Testament fellowship is character- 
ized by unity. One of the great wonders of the gospel 
is this: out of a polyglot of diverse personalities it 
creates a blessed oneness of heart and mind and life, 
a unity in which differences are submerged, whether 
they are differences of age, sex, and temperament, o7 
differences of racial background, social position, and 
economic status. 

“Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace. There is one body, and one Spirit, even 
as ‘ye are called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who 
is above all, and through all, and in you all” (Eph. 4: 
3-6). Paul declares that the unity of a New Testament 
fellowship is a divine bestowal, yet he also declares 
that it must be maintained by human endeavor. There 
must be the exercise of humility, forbearance, patience, 
and love in order that unity be maintained. Well, what 
about ourselves? Are we sadly split and splintered and 
sundered? Are we quarrelsomely divided? Or are we 
exhibiting, as our Savior prayed we might, the loving 
relationship found within the Godhead? Is unity a 
characteristic of our churches today? 

Third, a New Testament fellowship is characterized 
by equality. Not all Christians stand on precisely the 
same footing either socially or spiritually. Some may 
possess gifts which others do not have. Some may oc- 
cupy offices which others do not occupy. But at the 
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same time all Christians stand on precisely the same 
footing in sin. “Even the righeousness of God which 
is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them 
that believe; for there is no difference: for all have 
sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (Rom. 
3:22, 29>. 

Moreover, all Christians stand on precisely the same 
footing in salvation. “Whosoever shall call upon the 
name of the Lord shall be saved” (Rom. 10:13), 
Whatever the differences in gift, office, and achieve- 
ment, all Christians are of equal value in the eyes of 
God. He has tied to all of us the price-tag of Calvary 
whether we are paupers or millionaires, whether we 
are mature saints or struggling neophytes in the spir- 
itual life. And, therefore, a New Testament fellowship 
is characterized not by partiality and discrimination: 
it is charactersized by equality. 


UNDER OBLIGATION 


Fourth, a New Testament fellowship is characterized 
by responsibility. It is not simply the privilege of every 
member to participate: it is likewise his duty. Every 
member is under obligation to use his wisdom, his ex- 
perience, his insight, and his faith, on behalf of the en- 
tire body. He is under obligation to pray and to give 
and to share. He is under obligation to help in the 
worship, service, discipline, edification, business, and 
evangelism of his church to the measure of his ability. 

Paul makes this unmistakably plain in Ephesians 4: 
16: “From whom the whole body fitly joined together 
and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, 
according to the effectual working in the measure of 
every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edify- 
ing of itself in love.” As every joint has a function to 
fulfill, every member has his peculiar responsibility. 
And Paul_makes this truth perhaps even more lumi- 
nous in I Corinthians 12:7: “But the manifestation of 
the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.” Every 
member has his peculiar responsibility! And what is 
the meaning of verse eleven? “But all these worketh 
that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man 
severally as he will.” Every member has his peculiar 
responsibility! What is the meaning of verse twenty- 
two? “Nay, much more those members of the body, 
which seem to be more feeble, are necessary.” Every 
member has his peculiar responsibility! If every mem- 
ber will recognize his God-assigned responsibility, many 
will be saved from a haunting sense of inferiority and 
and a crippling self-appraisal of worthlessness. And if 
our pastors will stress this truth, they will do much 
indeed to foster the growth of the fellowship. 

A New Testament fellowship, however, is not merely 
a community of faith and love and service. It is also— 

(Continued on page 46) 
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JOB FOR MISSIONARIES 


ETERNITY’S 

Art Consultant Paul 
Keating leaves 

for the ‘Congo. 


—Leonard Cohen 


“Train them and get out” is the policy missions 


must adopt. 


I THE June issue, a South American national de- 
scribed some of the horrible blunders perpetrated 
by North American missionaries (“Why Latin Ameri- 
cans Dislike Some American Missionaries”). Fortu- 
nately there is enough culture in Latin America to 
tolerate the boorishness of some of the missionaries 
who strut about the southern continent and then come 
home to prate and chatter about a land he has not 
understood, a people with whom he has not commun- 
icated and a gospel whose implications he has not 
seized. 

In Africa such missionaries are equally out of place, 
but there even the highest quality missionary, who is 
aware of the anthropological and psychological prob- 
lems and is making the gospel relevant to the African 
situation, is facing an added danger. 

The danger is that American missionaries will prob- 
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By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE. 


ably be evicted from much of Africa in only a very few 
years. 

If a young man or woman should come to me today 
and ask about going to Africa, I would seriously ques- 
tion his going unless he were fully trained to take a 
place of teaching the Africans how to do some job and 
then to turn it over to them and get out. 

This is the magnificence of the work being done by 
Trevor Shaw and his whole concept of African journ- 
alism (“Evangelizing by Mission Magazines,” May 
’59). He is training Africans to do the job and at the 
same time he is going through the process of disen- 
gagement. 

Cooperating with Trevor ‘Shaw and the Envol group 
of publications in French-speaking Africa, the Board 
of Directors of the Evangelical Foundation, publishers 
of ETERNITY Magazine, has voted to send Art Con- 
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sultant Paul Keating to Leopoldville, Belgian Congo, 
for about 15 months. 

For some time Paul Keating has served as art con- 
sultant for ETERNITY Magazine. In this capacity he 
has been responsible for artwork, layout and typo- 
graphical design. A graduate of an outstanding New 
York art school, he has also worked as a free lance 
artist with leading advertising agencies. 

When he arrives in the Belgian Congo, his job will 
be to teach magazine design to an African and then 
to come home. 

About ten years ago Trevor Shaw founded the first 
popular Christian magazine to be published in black 
Africa. After it was firmly established he went on to 
the Belgian Congo to begin the second such magazine 
because we believe God wanted the lesson to sink in 
that the work had to be turned over to Africans. 

A magazine where white missionaries do most of 
the work and head all the departments may make a 
great splurge and cost a great deal of missionary 
money, but it is not what Christian journalism should 
be in Africa today. Should political difficulties arise 
that would force the white missionaries to curtail their 
efforts, a missionary-run magazine would be in danger 
of disappearing. In the Belgian Congo and in French 
Equatorial Africa where the Envol publications are 
now circulating in French and in three tribal languages, 
the whites are on the way out and the Africans are 
running the show in remarkable fashion. 

Recently I talked with a famous surgeon about the 








A Christian woman in Memphis was talking on the telephone 
while her cleaning woman was working on the floor near by. 
When the conversation had finished the Christian put down 
the phone and then, with her hands to her forehead, said, 
“© Lord, I'm sorry. Forgive me.” 

The cleaning woman said, “What were you doing, missy?” 

Her employer replied, “Oh, | was just convicted by the 
lord of having spoken unkindly on the phone and | was 
asking Him to forgive me.” 

The woman said, “Ah didn’t know you could do it that way. 
When Ah sins | saves ‘em up till night and bunches ‘em.” 

There are many who act in this way, but you can be sure 
that the day is lost when confession is not made instantly. 
An unconfessed sin clouds the life; the sun is not shining. 
“But if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” 
(i John 1:9). 
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problem of training young interns to do major surgery, 
He told me his technique. He performs an operation 
several times in the sight of the man he wants to train, 
Finally, during a simple operation, he lets the young 
doctor operate, little by little letting him do an entire 
case by himself, but with the chief surgeon ready to 
take over in an emergency. 

Then comes the day when he has to let the young 
man do it all by himself. The chief surgeon said to me, 
“It was hard to stand back and not move in, and | 
learned that the only way to do it was to go into the 
operating room with unscrubbed hands, so that it was 
simply impossible for me to interfere. Then the young 
surgeon knew that he was on his own and he had to 
produce.” 

This must be the technique for all foreign missions, 
The national church must be allowed to go its own 
way, make its own mistakes. A missionary in Nigeria 
told a visitor that he could not trust one of his elders to 
count the offering. The visitor asked how long the mis- 
sionary had been running the church, counting the of- 
fering, etc., and learned that it had been for almost 
20 years. j 

“You mean,” said the visitor, “that you have had 
some of these elders*for that long?” 

The missionary said that he had seen them grow up 
in the church under his ministry. 

The visitor was rather cheeky, but certainly right 
when he said: “You had better do one of two things— 
either get a new gospel or go home!” 

The missionary responded, “But what if I had let 
him count the money and he stole some of it?” 

The visitor answered, “That’s what happened in the 
early church with Ananias and Sapphira.” 

He was right. The great difficulty with mission work 
today on almost every field is that we underestimate 
the power and authority and ability of the Holy Spirit. 
It is His Church, and not the Church of the Mission. 

Even as all Africa is reaching for independence 
from colonial domination, an independence that with- 
out any question will soon come, so the African Church 
desires an end of missionary imperialism and mission- 
ary paternalism. 

A mother once gave her son a high school grad- 
uation present. It was a long envelope, and when he 
opened it he saw two strips of muslin, nicely ironed. 
He was perplexed for a moment, and then realized 
that his mother had given him her apron strings! He 
got the point and lived up to it. 

It is time for missionaries and mission societies to 
turn the apron strings over to nationals. And if na- 
tionals are allowed to take control before it is too late, 
we may still be welcomed as fellow Christians rather 
than being viewed as foreigners. 
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How does the Sunday school fit into the total picture of Christian giving? By MORRIS A. INCH 


E ARE INSTRUCTED in I Peter 4:10: “As every 

man hath received the gift, even so minister 
the same one to another, as good stewards of the mani- 
fold grace of God.” Even as a steward is an admin- 
istrator of another’s goods, the Christian steward is an 
administrator of that which God has given him, 
whether it be finances, natural proficiencies, time, or 
health. He is steward of all that God has given. 

Stewardship training begins at home, when a child is 
born or perhaps before. Long before he can under- 
stand what it all means, the child “catches” his parent’s 
attitude. Parents actually start stewardship training 
when they prepare themselves before God to give ac- 
count for that which is done in the flesh. Stewardship 
of funds rightfully stems from this steward-reverence 
attitude when the child is old enough to distinguish be- 
tween the various coins. The child’s elementary knowl- 
edge is gained through being allowed “to pay” the 
grocer, observe the budget system, fill his church en- 
velope, and add to the saving’s bank (although his 
first impressions deal more with the pleasant jingling 
noises and adult approval than with any concept of 
what the savings will accomplish). 

But let’s be practical. How is stewardship training 
possible? No one who has observed the antics of a 
young person trying to change a quarter from the Sun- 
day school offering, so that he can have something 
for church service and Communion offering, will fail to 
feel that there must be a better way to teach steward- 


The author is instructor in Christian education at Gordon 
College, Beverly Farms, Mass. 
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ship. Conceivably the solution is to make the church 
tithe and offering a part of the child’s budgeting. The 
youngster must begin to feel the interplay of fixed ex- 
penses (items which are readily predictable as to cost), 
‘flexible expenses (factors which can be estimated with 
some degree of success), and occasional expenses 
(those which must be saved for over a fairly extended 
period of time). (The accompanying chart indicates 
what might be involved in such a budget. ) 

The items in such a budget can be worked out in 
family counsel, and be available for review as the need 
arises. Sometimes the child will spend his money un- 
wisely, but failure at times must be expected. Often the 
solution will be lenient, always it will be just, and never 
will it be taken out of the family picture. Where such a 
program is faithfully employed the child will take new 
interest in his family and his church. 

However, stewardship is not only a family problem. 
The church, too, has its responsibility. The church is 
not a building, nor a group of bureaucrats, but a co- 
operate body of believers who have banded together 
for worship, fellowship, evangelism, and instruction. 
Sunday school finances are no less a part of the 
church’s responsibility than is upkeep of the plant, or 
world missions. z 

Recently I attended a workshop composed largely of 
pastors and church school superintendents. Among 
other subjects was discussed that of having a unitary 
church treasury. With but a few dissenting voices, it 
was agreed that the unitary treasury was highly im- 
practical and undesirable. 

In contrast to that conclusion Ralph Heim wrote in 
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Leading a Sunday Church School (Muhlenberg): “As 
a long-range ideal, the unitary treasury for the entire 
congregation is probably the best system for desirable 
church financing. By this means the Sunday Church 
School expenses are paid out of the single church treas- 
ury to which each person in the congregation con- 
tributes.” Heim strengthens his case with the reminder 
that under the unitary treasury system “a pupil learns 
to give from the beginning as he always will give, not 
to our class, our department, or our Sunday Church 
School, but to our Church.” But basic to the church’s 
decision must be its effect on stewardship training, pur- 
poseful organization, and promotional success. 

Adequate provision must be made in keeping with 
the significance of the vital job being done. “Getting 
by” is not “getting ahead.” Heim summarizes the ideal: 
“The well-administered school will operate on a budget 
which provides for the annual receipts to be expended 
systematically in accordance with advance considera- 
tions.” I Corinthians 14:40 commands: “Let all things 
be done decently and in order.” Expenditures to be 
made by the church would include such as the follow- 
ing: 

Materials: quarterlies, Bibles as required, library 
holdings, hymnals, pictures, maps, films 

Plant Equipment: tables, chairs, blackboards, mov- 
able partitions 

Leadership Development: 
institutes, educational speakers 

Promotion: preparation of materials, mailing 

Holy and holidays: Rally Day, Christmas, Easter, 
Children’s Day, Church Family Picnic 

Emergency items: that for which no one had planned 

Critics maintain that good giving cannot be estab- 
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Long driving on super highways dulls the sense of speed. 
At the same time visual attention deteriorates because the 
road is smooth and straight. In England, traffic engineers are 
evercoming this hazard by finishing the road surface with 
rougher concrete upon approaching a bend or a sign. Although 
it does not create undesirable or dangerous conditions, this 
rough spot interrupts the th mov t of the car and 
produces a vibration which is felt and a noise which is heard. 

The Lord has arranged life in such a way that we have 
downs as well as ups. He gives us the signs that are meant 
te arouse us to a change in the conditions that lie before us. 
The ache, the pain, the grey hair, the wrinkle, the dimming 
vision—all of these are designed to remind us that we are 
coming to changes in life, and ultimately the end of the road. 

“Sweet are Thy messengers, sweet their refrain; When 
they can say to me, More love, O Christ, to Thee.” 





24 The only saints who need prayer are the saints on earth. 





HOW CHILDREN CAN BUDGET 
THEIR ALLOWANCES 
Pre-school child: 


Church Picture books, coloring 
Candy, gum, ice cream books, crayons 
Toys Gifts for others 


Primary-Junior child: 


Church Hobbies 

Amusements Carfare, school lunches 
Toys Birthday gifts 

Reading books, magazines Savings 


Gradual responsibility for clothing, starting with help in 
selection and moving toward budgeting. 
High school young person: 


Church School supplies 


Hobbies, sports Clothing 
Organizational dues Personal effects 
Lunches and.carfare Savings 











lished at*the church-stewardship level, but must suc- 
cumb to the constant rattle of offering plates, birthday 
banks, and poor boxes. They affirm that only in this 
way will persons be interested, and cheerfully write 
obligation out of giving. Although immediate results 
are often obtained through devious means, nothing can 
replace the dedicated systematic giving of God’s people 
to God’s work for lasting results. 

Promotion becomes an increasingly vital factor in 
church-stewardship giving. Persons must become 


thoroughly acquainted with what is needed and how’ 


funds are expended. Here are a few suggestions to pro- 
mote stewardship. 
1. Letters, tapes, and pictures from church mis- 
sionaries 
2. Projects which will relate funds to actions 
3. Personal visits from missionary personnel 
4. Dedication of objects purchased for the church 
use 
5. “Pie” diagrams of monthly break-down of ex- 
penditures 
6. Appreciation-recognition of new quarterlies and 
materials 
7. Congregational review of financial policies 
8. Published testimonials of the blessing derived 
from giving and being a recipient of gifts 
9. Stewardship messages and appropriate em- 
phases 
10. Discussion of church budgeting problems 
11. Victory dinner and praise service upon achiev- 
ing a set goal 
Two truths must be recognized and acted upon: the 
Sunday school is the major teaching effort of the 
church; as such it is worthy of sacrificial and sustained 


support. 
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houghts 


in These provocative kernels of truth are taken from various notes made by the editor-in-chief. 


All the decisions of the United States Supreme Court are rendered on a Monday. 
That is decision day. The time for litigation is past. The bailiff calls for order, the court enters. All 
that the litigants can do is to listen. There is no appeal. This is the true meaning of the oft-misquoted 
verse, “The Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him” (Hab. 2:20). It 
has been put to music and is sometimes sung or spoken at the opening of a worship service. In some 
minds it means, “It is eleven o’clock Sunday morning.” But it is really the Old Testament equiva- 





suc- lent of the great word in Romans, “The law was given that every mouth might be stopped, and the 

day whole world be held accountable to God” (Rom. 3:19). The Lord God enters and takes His place 

this upon the throne of judgment. Let all the earth shut up! The day of human argument and discussion 

rite has been all too long. Now the sentence of guilt is to be passed and executed. 

sults 

can The believer is to keep his word, even if he has made a great mistake. One of the 

ople eleven things that God announces as the marks of a man who abides with Him (Psalm 15) is that 
he “swears to his own hurt and does not change.” King Zedekiah swore an oath to the King of Bab- 

r in ylon (Ezek. 17:13). “Because he despised the oath and broke the covenant, because he gave his 

ome hand and yet did all these things, he shall not escape (v.18). 

how 

peo The gospel is not the good news about Christ; Jesus Christ Himself is the gospel. He 


is made unto us wisdom, righteousness, santification and redemption (I Cor. 1:30). He Himself is 





—_ proof that He is God—He Himself is the totality of Christian evidences. We need no other apologetics 
than Christ. 
ath Our peace of mind, heart and soul rests entirely and only upon the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Bonar sang: 
; That which can shake the Cross 
 eX- epi: 
Can shake the peace it gives. 
- We cannot make peace with God; Christ did that for us. Having made peace through the blood of 
his cross” (Col. 1:20), there is nothing for us to do but enter into it and enjoy all its satisfactions. 
ived Every once in a while I am led to say to some person, “May the Lord bless you.” 
Very rarely someone answers with what seems an impertinence: “He has blessed me!” Yes, of course; 
em- salvation is a blessing, and that has been received, but there is always more to follow. Much of the 
fruitfulness of my life must be credited to the thousands of people who very often (some every day) 
say to the Lord, “Bless Donald Barnhouse.” I wish you would join that number. “Lord bless them!” 
hiev- 
We must not be deceived by our enemies. We remember that there were Japanese 
: the ambassadors of peace in Washington at the time of Pearl Harbor. We remember that the Russians 
the have said that a time of peace is a time to become strong for the next war. All of this is described 
ained to perfection in the Psalms: “His speech was smoother than butter, yet war was in his heart; his 


words were softer than oil, yet they were drawn swords” (Ps. 55:21). 
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DO 
YOU 
PRAY? 
BY, 
RALPH 


FEW TOPICS are as popular as prayer; and 
there’s good reason for it. 

In spite of the articles we have read and 
the sermons we have heard, we still have 
deep-set problems regarding prayer—ques- 
tions which we have been almost afraid to 
voice lest we be thought to be unspiritual. 
Is group prayer more effectual than individ- 
ual prayer? Are all-night prayer sessions 
profitable? Can we pray for fair weather for 
a Sunday school picnic when farmers need 
rain? Can we make God change His mind by 
praying? 

The editors of ETERNITY desire to begin 
a series of articles on prayer, but we want 
it to help you, to answer your questions. 
Won't you write us a letter and tell us your 
problem regarding prayer? Future articles in 
this series on prayer will be determined by 
your correspondence. 

Write “How Do You Pray?” ETERNITY 
Magazine, 1716 Spruce St., Philadelphia 3, 
Pa. 
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OW DO YOU PRAY? Do you think you must bombard God with 
many words? Is it necessary to gather as many as you can to pray 
with you in order to blast the ramparts of heaven? Do you inform 


§ God of what you need as though He did not know? By agonizing 


in prayer do you feel you can change the mind of God in your 
favor? 

Do you know how to pray? Or must you, like the early disciples, 
confess that you really know very little about it? 

Early in their association with the Lord the disciples were im- 
pressed with prayer. They knew that John the Baptist had taught 
his disciples to pray. Often they had witnessed the Lord at prayer. 
After one of these times, one of the disciples said to Him: “Lord, 
teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples” (Luke 11:1). 
The Lord’s answer outlined elements which all true prayer 
should contain: :1) recognition of your relationship to the 
Father; 2) desire that His will be done through you; 3) 

acknowledgment of your dependence on Him for your 

daily bread; 4) plea for His guidance in order that 
you may avoid temptation; and be delivered from 
evil; and 5) praise for His majesty and surrender to 

His power and glofy. 

Some people regard this prayer as merely something to 
memorize and recite by mechanical rote. As a result, in many 
’ churches clergy and people rush through it with blasphemous 
indifference. But the, Lord’s Prayer was not given to be used in 
this way. 

In introducing the prayer in Matthew 6, the Lord says, “After 
this manner, therefore pray ye. . . .” In other words, he is saying, 
“When you do pray, pray according to this style, this pattern, in 
this fashion.” 

Before he presented his pattern for prayer, the Lord attacked 
three abuses which true prayer is to avoid: false piety, pagan in- 
security and arrogant vanity. These things God hates. When your 
prayers are shot through with these things, your prayer life be- 
comes dull and barren. 

Do you pray to impress people with your spirituality? Do you 
ever casually mention to others how many hours you spend in 
prayer? There were those in our Lord’s day who did this and the 
Lord hated it. “And when you pray, do not be as the hypocrites 
are; for they love to pray standing in the. synagogues and in the 
corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily, I say 
to you, they have their reward” (Matt. 6:5). 

The Scripture speaks of these pious frauds as “hypocrites,” the 
Greek term from the theatre for play-acting. Outwardly, they 
appear very religious, but inwardly their hearts are far from God. 
They indeed have their reward, but it isn’t from God. And if you 
parade your spirituality, you too will have your reward, but you 
may be sure that it will not be from God. 


What is the mark of true, spiritual prayer? Our Lord gives the 
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answer. “But you, when you pray, enter into your room, 
and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father 
who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret 
will reward you openly” (Matt. 6:6). 

You don’t express intimate things to the whole world, 
and true prayer consists in an intimate fellowship with 
the Father. In secret you tell the Father how much you 
love Him. You make known your requests to Him ac- 
knowledging your dependence upon Him. You seek 
His will that you may surrender to His wishes. You 
look for His guidance so you may be led by Him. Your 
chief interest is His glory, not your own. 

God has promised to work a marvelous miracle for 
you when you pray secretly: “And your Father who 
sees in secret will reward you publicly.” Of course this 
should not be the motive for your prayer. But it will 
be the effect. The praise of men is but for a day; the 
praise of God is for eternity. 

Besides praying with false piety, you may abuse the 
privilege of prayer by praying in the spirit of pagan 
insecurity. This too God hates. This is often done in 
a time of crisis. 

Perhaps a loved one is dying; perhaps you are threat- 
ened with the loss of a job; or perhaps you are facing 
a dreaded operation. Into God’s presence you rush, 
disturbed and distressed. Verbally you pound the ear 
of your heavenly Father as though He were indifferent 
or deaf. By the weight of your words, you want to force 
Him to do your bidding. Then in panic you gather your 
friends together “for a prayer meeting.” With great 


intensity you agonize; with much repetition you bom- 


bard the eardrums of God as pagans cry in anguish to 
their wooden idols. 

Does God not know about your loved one? Does He 
not know about your finances and how much it will 
take to provide for you each day? Does He not know 
your fear of surgery and the peace He has given you 
for such a time? 

God loves your loved ones far more than you do. 
God is far more interested in your daily welfare than 
you are. In fact, God is far more interested in your life 
than you are. 


PAGAN INSECURITY 


Pagan insecurity in praying often grows out of the 
third abuse of prayer, an arrogant vanity. Much pray- 
ing consists in telling God what He should do for us as 
though He didn’t know what to do. Silly, isn’t. it, for 
God knows the end from the beginning. 

Did you ever stop to think that God knows now how 
you are going to heaven? It may be by the rapture of 
the Church; it may be through a slow illness; or it may 
be in an automobile accident; but He knows now how 
itis going to be. Besides, He is already prepared for it. 
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Thus, there is no point in sending God a news bulletin 
as to how you believe things should go. All you need 
to do is to believe His Word and rest in His grace with 
the peace that passes all understanding. 

This is why the Lord would have you avoid the abuses 
of prayer. “But when you pray, use not vain repetitions, 
as the heathen do: for they think that they will be heard 
for their much speaking. Do not be therefore like unto 
them: for your Father knows what things you have need 
of, before you ask Him” (Matt. 6:7, 8). 

The Lord’s Prayer itself points up three aspects of 
your life: your relation to God, your dependence upon 
Him, and your testimony for Him. Your prayers, 
whether they be long or short, do well to contain these 
factors. 

What is your relation to God? “Our Father, who is 
in heaven, holy is your name. Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.” (Matt. 
6:9, 10). 


NOT AS A CRIMINAL 


By His death the Lord Jesus Christ has enabled you 
to come to God as His child. You do not come as a 
criminal to a judge or even as a creature to the Creator. 
The first words of the risen Lord to Mary verified this 
fact: “Touch Me not; for I am not yet ascended to My 
Father, but go to My brothers and say to them, I 
ascend to My Father and your Father, and to My God 
and your God” (John 20:17). Paul ‘confirms this: 
“For you have not received the spirit of bondage again 
to fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption, 
whereby we cry, Abba, Father; the Spirit Himself bears 
witness with our spirit that we are the children [“born 
ones” in the Greek] of God” (Rom. 8:15, 16). Through 
the new birth you have become partakers of the divine 
nature. Now you are in the position to know your heav- 
enly Father in His holiness and righteousness. 

“Our Father, who is in heaven, holy is your name.” 
The “hallowed” of the authorized version, means to 
make holy, to consecrate. As redeemed sinners you 
should be ever mindful of the holy character of your 
heavenly Father. But how can I who am a sinner, you 
may ask, stand in His presence? The answer is simply 
that the warfare caused by His holiness and your sin- 
fulness is finished. “For it pleased the Father that in 
Him should all fulness dwell; and, having made peace 
through the blood of His cross, by Him to reconcile 
all things to Himself; by Him, I say, whether they be 
things in earth, or things in heaven. And you, that were 
sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by 
wicked works, yet now has he reconciled, in the body 
of His flesh through death, to present you holy and 
unblamable and unreprovable in His sight” (Col. 1:19- 
22). This means you do not need to fear God. With 
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boldness you can come to Him, and in gratitude you 
should live for Him. 

The next section of the Lord’s prayer has confused 
many, but it is really quite clear. “Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.” Some 
reject this prayer and relegate it to a kingdom age in 
the future. But this prayer is for the present as well as 
for the future Messianic kingdom. First, the question 
of prayer is not that of eschatology, but how to pray. 
Second, the prayer itself defines the nature of the king- 
dom. It is a spiritual kingdom in which the children, 
not the subjects of the kingdom, will make God’s will 
known. For this is the purpose of your salvation, to do 
the will of God on earth. “For we are His workman- 
ship, created in Christ Jesus to good works, which he 
has before ordained [pre-arranged] that we should walk 
in them.” God righteousness is to be fulfilled in you as 
His new creation in Christ Jesus. 

“For it is God who works in you both to will and 
to do of His good pleasure. Do all things without mur- 
murings and disputings; that you may be blameless and 
harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst 








A mother reluctantly gave permission to her nine-year-old 
boy to “take a look” at the old swimming-hole on a warm 
day in early spring. But he was strictly admonished to stay 
out of the water. 

When he came back, his hair was very wet and the mother 
demanded an explanation. “I fell in,” Jackie explained. 

“Then why are your clothes dry?” she asked. 

“That's easy,” he answered; “I had a feeling | was going 
to fall in.” 

This illustrates a common tendency in all of us; for in 
addition to all the Bible commands against sin, there is the 
plaintive plea of the Spirit: “Put on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires” 
(Rom. 13:14). 


28 The path of faith is the road to service. 


of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom you 
shire as lights in the world” (Phil. 2:13-15). Your 
very presence should turn every man’s hell into a 
heaven because you are good children of your heay- 
enly Father. 

One of the great joys of fatherhood ‘is to know the 
dependence of children. God delights in your depend- 
ence upon Him day by day. “Give us this day our 
daily bread.” The Greek has the earthiness of a house- 
wife saying to the baker: “Give me today’s bread, to- 
day!” No stale blessings for the believer. Not today’s 
bread tomorrow! God will never be overdue in the 
meeting of your needs. He will answer before you ask. 

This truth caused the Apostle Paul to rejoice: “Now 
unto Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, according to the power 
that works in us, unto Him be glory in the church by 
Christ Jesus, throughout all ages, world without end, 
Amen” (Eph. 3:20, 21). 

If you knew how eager God was to supply your 
needs, you would be distressed by the lack of oppor- 
tunities to worry about them. Why do you worry when 
you can trust God? The answer is simple. Worry makes 
you a martyr; trusting gives God the glory. 


r OFTEN MISUNDERSTOOD 


One of the most misunderstood clauses of this prayer 
is this: “And forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors” (Matt. 6:12). Because this clause seems to 
teach salvation by works, some people maintain that 
this prayer is not to be used in this dispensation. But 
they are mistaken! Salvation is not in question, for the 
prayer is addressed to children who are already in the 
family of God and not to sinners. Sinners can never 
address God as “Our Father.” 

The question, however, is that of fellowship. Your 
fellowship with God is delicate; it is extremely sensitive. 
On the other hand, your security in Christ is as sure 
as the integrity of God Himself. 

The Apostle John writes: “If we say that we have 
fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and 
do not the truth” (I John 1:6). The nature of your 
conduct determines the reality of your fellowship. He 
does not tolerate one bit of sin in your life. And His 
answer to your prayers is closely related to the way 
you live. 

God is in heaven and you live in a world of people 
—many of whom are His people. How do you treat 
them? Are you careless, indifferent, proud and haughty 
toward them? Do you wrong them by your tongue, 
your thoughts, your acts? Do you retaliate when they 
speak evil of you? You cannot justify yourself on any 
ground in order to mistreat a brother in Christ or do 

(Continued on page 36) 
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WHY WE BELIEVE—IIl 


What do the Scriptures have to say 
about this much-discussed 

doctrine of the Faith? And what 
does it mean to today’s Christian’? 


By WALTER R. MARTIN 





BORN OF A VIRGIN 


N ANY STUDY of the person, nature and work of 

the Lord Jesus Christ, His incarnation must be 
carefully considered. However one thing often over- 
looked in such a study is His virgin birth. Since much 
controversy has raged over this doctrine, let us look at 
what the Scripture says and see what the virgin birth 
means to Christians today. If the Bible really teaches 
the virgin birth as an historical event, and if it can be 
shown that both the Jews and our Lord recognized its 
importance, then the virgin birth must be regarded as 
an integral part of Christian belief. 

The doctrine of the virgin birth of Christ is indis- 
solubly joined with Old Testament prophecy. The 
words of Isaiah bear eloquent testimony to a mysteri- 
ous double event: 

“Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; 
Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and 
shall call his name Immanuel. Butter and honey shall 
he eat, that he may know to refuse the evil, and choose 
the good. For before the child shall know to refuse the 
evil, and choose the good, the land that thou abhor- 
test shall be forsaken of both her kings” (Isa. 7:14- 
16). 

Here we have a startling indication of local and 
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universal prophecy. The Holy Spirit deliberately 
avoided choosing the Hebrew word bethula (a term 
for unqualified virginity) and chose instead the He- 
brew word almah because the prophecy would have 
been meaningless to King Ahaz to whom it was ad- 
dressed unless it had a local fulfillment. 

On the universal or futuristic side, the prophecy re- 
fers to the incarnation of the Lord Jesus Christ, a fact 
substantiated by Matthew’s reference to it: “Behold, 
a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, 
and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being 
interpreted is, God with us.” (Matt. 1:23). 

Matthew, quoting the Septuagint translation com- 
monly used in the time of Christ, uses the unqualified 
term for virgin (parthenos). Since parthenos is the 
Greek equivalent of the Hebrew bethula for absolute 
virginity, it establishes that Mary was an undefiled 
maiden. 

Isaiah further tells us that the child would be a di- 
vine child: “His name shall be called Wonderful 
Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.” The child would reign forever, and the zeal of 
God Himself would bring this to pass (Isa. 9:6, 7). 

Micah reveals that this child would be born in Beth- 
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lehem, the city of David, in keeping with Isaiah’s 
prophecy that He would be the Son of David (Micah 
5:2; cf. Isaiah 9:7). 

Furthermore, this babe of Bethlehem’s manger would 
become the Christ of Calvary’s cross, the Messiah who 
would be “cut off” for the sins of the “whole world” 
(Isaiah 53; Daniel 9:26; I John 2:2). 

At length, this same child would rise again to life 
and come in the power of Almighty God with His holy 
angels to sift the sons of men with eternal judgment. 
(Zech. 12:10 cf. Rev. 1:7-9). All these prophecies 
were fulfilled to the letter by Jesus of Nazareth and 
only remain to be consummated at His triumphant re- 
turn as judge of the world (I Thess. 4:13-17 cf. Heb. 
9:28). 


GOSPELS AGREE 


Both Matthew and Luke declare the human ful- 
fillment of God’s plan, as the Christ child was con- 
ceived in Mary. (Matt. 1:18-25; Luke 1:30-38). Our 
Lord was conceived in the virgin’s womb by a direct 
act of the Holy Spirit, wholly apart from human 
agency. The record speaks 
eloquently: 

“Now the birth of Jesus 
Christ was on this wise: 
When as his mother Mary 
was espoused to Joseph, 
before they came together, 
she was found with child of 
the Holy Ghost. Then Jo- 
seph her husband, being a 
just man, and not willing 
to make her a public example, was minded to put her 
away privily. But while he thought on these things, be- 
hold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a 
dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to 
take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is con- 
ceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring 
forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he 
shall save his people from their sins. Now all this was 
done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the 
Lord by the prophet, saying, Behold, a virgin shall be 
with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall 
call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, 
God with us” (Matt. 1:18-23). 

Two very clear facts emerge: 1) Mary’s conception 
was “before they came together,” and 2) Joseph, act- 
ing precisely as a man would be expected to react under 
similar circumstances, was only dissuaded from “put- 
ting her away privately” by divine intervention or the 
announcement that it (the virgin birth) was to be a 
fulfillment of inspired prophecy. 

Added to this record is the strong internal evidence 
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of an interesting discourse between Christ and his 
Jewish antagonists. In the heat of argument the Jews 
vilely accused Christ of being an illegimate child. This 
accusation would have been meaningless unless the 
fact of the virgin birth or at least its claim were known 
to them and to our Lord. This conversation, in part, 
follows: 

“I know that ye are Abraham’s seed; but ye seek to 
kill me, because my word hath no place in you. I speak 
that which I have seen with my Father: and ye do that 
which ye have seen with your father. They answered 
and said unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus saith 
unto them, If ye were Abraham’s children, ye would do 
the works of Abraham. . . . Then said they to him, We 
be not born of fornication; we have one Father, even 
God. Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye 
would love me: for I proceeded forth and came from 
God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me (John 
8:37-39, 41-42). 


BLISTERING DENUNCIATION 


Here the Jews sarcastically accused Christ of being 
a bastard child. The context also bears this out, for the 
following verses contain one of the most blistering de- 
nunciations of his Pharisaical critics contained in Scrip- 
ture. 

In these passages Christ established the fact that 
God was His Father, not Joseph, and Satan, not God, 
the spiritual father of his antagonists. In addition, He 
specifically established the explicit fact that He was 
not “born of fornication” but was of unique divine 
paternity. 

Clearly, the virgin birth, according to Scripture, was 
the instrument utilized by God to bring about the in- 
carnation. The biological fact of the virgin birth in 
itself should never constitute a barrier to faith and ac- 
ceptance, for God created the first man without bene- 
fit of any human parents. If we believe this, why should 
we question the creation of a child through the in- 
strumentality of just one human being? 

In reality, those who deny the virgin birth are deny- 
ing the authority of the Evangelists on rationalistic 
grounds. While human reason is certainly important, 
Scripture indicates that in the Fall, every area of man’s 
physical, mental and spiritual capacities were im- 
paired. So reason, though useful, is by no means a safe 
criterion for determining the validity of divine revela- 
tion. The angel’s reference to Isaiah 7 places a divine 
imprimatur upon both the Old Testament prophecy 
and its New Testament fulfillment. It is therefore dif- 
ficult to read Matthew, Luke and especially John 8 
without concluding that the incarnation is indissolubly 
linked with the virgin birth. 

If we accept the God who could form the universe, 
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open the Red Sea, deliver Elijah on Carmel and Daniel 
from the lion’s den, then we should be able to accept 
the virgin birth. If we believe that Adam, the first of 
the human family was created without benefit of par- 
ents, certainly the birth. of the “last Adam” (I Cor. 
15:45) should in comparison provide no obstacle to a 
mature faith. 

Some critics would ask, “Could God have created 
Christ sinless apart from the virgin birth?” We know 
that with God all things are possible. But this is not the 
question. The question is, “What does the divine record 
reveal to us regarding the instrument of the Incarna- 
tion?” Our Lord Himself affirmed His own sinlessness 
in unmistakable terms (John 8:46) but such sinlessness 
Scripture links with His virgin birth by divine decree. 

Those who would deny the virgin birth would do well 
to recall our Lord’s intense displeasure at being called 
illegitimate (John 8:41-47). And if Joseph or any 
other mortal were his father, then according to Scrip- 
ture the charge would have been true (Matt. 1:18). 
Matthew and Luke, though, rule out any such concept. 
Those who retain a so-called “rational view of Scrip- 
ture,” by challenging the integrity of the gospel nar- 
ratives of the virgin birth, are questioning the integrity 
of God Himself. Paradoxically, although they may 
maintain that God inspired the gospels, they refuse to 
accept what the record so plainly states. 


INSEPARABLY JOINED 


The positive teaching of Scripture, however, is clear. 
Through the lineage of David and in David’s city, in 
the womb of a virgin whom He had prepared accord- 
ing to the sovereign dictates of His own will, the eternal 
Word was made flesh (John 1:1, 14) and emerged in 
the world of men to be rejected by his own people and 
to purchase eternal redemption for those who would 
believe in Him. The meaning of the virgin birth of 
Christ is not so much the miraculous element of God 

intervening and suspending 
= the laws of nature, but the 
_ * fact that God chose to be- 
come man in Jesus Christ 
“who for us men and our 
salvation was incarnate of 
the Holy Ghost and born 
of the virgin Mary.” The 
prophecies of the Old Tes- 
tament, hoary with age, 
burn brightly once again in 
the manger of Bethlehem. The testimony of Peter at 
Pentecost wherein he designates the Son of God as 
“thy holy child Jesus” (Acts 4:27) also flares out new 
meaning; God was manifest in the flesh. 

The doctrines of the authority of the Scriptures and 
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the virgin birth are inseparably joined. The Church 
has ever held that they are both true. 

It is paradoxical indeed to affirm the cardinal doc- 
trines of Scripture and deny Scripture itself. Such un- 
biblical speculations unsettle the faith of many and 
impugn the record that God has given of His-Son (I 
John 5:9). In a very real sense such a view indicts 
God for perjury (I John 5:10). 

In view of all these facts, the virgin birth is, first of 
all, a very important biblical teaching. It is not to be 
treated lightly. It is to be believed by all who accept 
the Scriptures as authoritative. 

Secondly, it is a sin to disbelieve or to question 
this teaching, because it is closely related to the in- 
carnation of our Lord Himself. On this issue, Dr. 
J. G. Machen wisely sums up our thinking. 

“What then is our conclusion? Is belief in the vir- 
gin birth necessary to every man if he is to be a 
believer in the Lord Jesus Christ? The question is 


.wrongly put when it is put in that way. Who can tell 


exactly how much knowledge of the facts about Christ 
is necessary if a man is to have saving faith: None 
but God can tell. 

“Some knowledge is certainly required but how 
much is required we cannot say. ‘Lord I believe. Help 
thou my unbelief’ was said by a man in the gospel who 
was saved. Though today there are many men of lit- 
tle faith, many who are troubled by the voices that 
are heard on all sides . . . what right have we to say 
that full knowledge and full conviction are necessary 
before man can put his trust in the crucified and risen 
Lord? What right have we to say that no man can be 
saved before he has come to full conviction regarding 
the stupendous miracle narrated in the first chapters of 
Matthew and Luke? . . . One thing at least is clear. 
Even if the belief in the virgin birth is not necessary to 
every Christian, it is necessary to Christianity and it is 
necessary to the corporate witness of the church .. . 
Let it never be forgotten that the virgin birth is an in- 
tegral part of the New Testament witness about Christ 
and that the witness is strongest when it is taken as it 
stands.” 





WHY WE BELIEVE 


In the next two issues of ETERNITY, Wal- 
ter R. Martin will give solid scriptural 
reasons for two more basic doctrines of the 
Christian faith. In September, he will dis- 
cuss the importance of the Atonement; in 
October he will consider the importance 
of the bodily Resurrection of Christ. 
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communications in those days, was Jay movement in the churches of Ja- Calif... . Dr. Edward John Carnell to « 
that the board of the Episcopal pan where heretofore ministers have, has announced his resignation as pres- fron 
Church had just named him as their whether through choice or necessity, jdent of Fuller Theological Seminary 0; 
first _ missionary to Jap er His com- worked largely alone. Pasadena, Calif. A successor has not presi 
a caught up with him in Naga- An exdmple of this growing strength ag yet been named. Carnell will return logic 
saki, however, and he thus stayed on in laymen’s forces is seen in the Osaka tg his former position as professor of deny 
to become the first Protestant evangel Christian Crusade, led by Dr. Bob apologetics at the seminary next year. sque 
in long-closed Nippon. Pierce at the request of 400 churches —___ pry. Arthur Miller of the Mount- fider 
Now, in 1959, the Christian church in the Osaka-Kyoto-Kobe region. The view Presbyterian Church, Denver, char 
pauses to survey its 100 years of mis- Crusade had its origin in a laymen’s was elected moderator of the United toria 
sionary endeavor here in Japan. What prayer group. Fourteen laymen met Presbyterian Church of the U.S.A. ... emp 
it sees is not easily described, for it for prayer, caught the vision of a city- py Herbert Gezork, president of An- to t 

has marked contrasts. Both bright wide Crusade, communicated their gover Newton Theological School, has 
highlights and dark shadows. On the burden to their pastors, and eventually peen elected president of the Ameri- Cah 
one hand, it can count a professing saw the Osaka Crusade reaching thou- can Baptist Convention. M 
Christian constituency of less than .5 sands for Christ in this huge area of Swit 
per cent of burgeoning Japan’s 90 mil- 5,000,000 total population. B i H Biter doch May 
lion population. This is against a vari- Too, reliable figures indicate that mptete Honor Wisc Jockey posi 
egated religious backdrop of an esti- Christianity is exerting a present-day A 34-year-old Baptist minister of ad 
mated 60 million Buddhists and an_ influence upon Japan far out of pro- Boston received the annual American —_ 
overall estimate of 79 million Shin- portion to its numerical strength. Baptist Convention national radio 0 
toists. Twelve per cent of the members of award for his outstanding contribu- the 
In Japan, which is known as a “mu- Japan’s foreign diplomatic corps are tion to religious radio programs. educ 
seum of religions” the total of religious professed Christians, as are five per The plaque given John DeBrine A 
affiliates always exceeds the total pop- cent of the members of The Diet, cited his radio program, “Songtime,” the 
ulation, because of the common Jap- which is Japan’s highest legislative as “unique in its presentation of a fions 
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Christian message through the disc 
jockey technique.” 

The program with an interdenomin- 
ational appeal heard weekly on 85 
stations coast-to-coast pulled some 
10,000 fan letters a month through- 
out the past year. 


Presbyterians Decide Issues 

Presbyterian delegates endorsed the 
following resolutions at their 17Ist 
General Assembly in Indianapolis re- 
cently: (1) birth control, saying “the 
proper use of medically approved con- 
traceptives may contribute to the spir- 
itual, moral and economic welfare of 
the family,” (2) abolition of capital 
punishment, calling it contrary to “the 
revelation of God’s love in Jesus 
Christ,” (3) desegregation, (4) con- 
demnation of laws either banning or 
requiring union shop agreements, un- 
der which employees must join a union 
and (5) all-out war against alcohol- 
ism, purposing to ask congregations 
to encourage “voluntary abstinence” 
from liquor. 

Opposition to Dr. Theodore A. Gill, 
president-elect of San Francisco Theo- 
logical Seminary, who is charged with 
denying the virgin birth of Christ, was 
squelched by a majority vote of con- 
fidence. Several California clergy 
charged that Gill in an unsigned edi- 
torial in the Christian Century laid 
emphasis on the resurrection of Christ 
to the exclusion of His virgin birth. 


Calvin Centenary 

More than 5,000 citizens of Geneva, 
Switzerland, braved a late spring rain 
May 31, and gathered under the im- 
posing statues of Calvin, Farel, Beza 
and Knox at the Reformation Monu- 
ment. Reformed representatives from 
20 countries were present to celebrate 
the fourth centenary of John Calvin’s 
educational and theological work. 

A 30-minute worship service marked 
the opening of three days of celebra- 
tons coinciding with the 450th anni- 
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versary of the birth of the great 
Reformer who lived and worked in 
Geneva for more than 25 years. The 
service was repeated throughout the 


world simultaneously by member 
churches of the World Presbyterian 
Alliance numbering more . than 
45,000,000 Christians—the fourth 
largest international “confessional” 
family. 


Sweep, But Don’t Pray 

South African ministers declare as 
true a story which carries its own 
editorial about racial segregation in 
churches there. According to the 
story, an official of one of the churches 
in Capetown accosted a Negro enter- 
ing the building and sternly asked, 
“Don’t you know this church is for 
whites only?” 

The Negro replied, “I’m going in 
only to sweep the church, sir.” 

“That’s all right then,” the official 
said, “but Heaven help you if I catch 
you praying.” 


Christians Debate China 

The World Order Study Conference, 
sponsored by the National Council of 
Churches at Cleveland, Ohio, last 
November, rejected the personal ap- 
peal of John Foster Dulles and urged 
“stronger efforts . . . to find ways of 
living with the Communist nations.” 

It urged “steps . . . toward the in- 
clusion of the People’s Republic of 
China in the UN.” President Edwin 
T. Dahlberg of the NCC said that 
the resolutions “give evidence that the 
churches are ready to take steps for- 
ward in a bold approach to world 
peace.” 

However, the resolutions met vio- 
lent opposition. The president of the 
National Association of Evangelicals 
“noted them with grave concern.” The 
editor of Christianity Today called 
them a “misguided action.” Daniel A. 
Poling called the action “rank hypoc- 


risy.” A Catholic bishop said the Con- 
ference had failed “to understand the 
true nature and aim of Communism.” 
A Catholic priest-journalist in For- 
mosa quoted Chiang Kai-shek that 
“those most aware of the true nature 
of Communism are Catholics.” The na- 
tional Catholic Register of Denver re- 
ported charges that many attending 
the conference had Communist-front 
affiliations. 

Dulles himself replied in a public 
address in which he “nailed to the 
mast” his uncompromising policy, in- 
sisting, if the U.S. stands firm, that 
Communists in Moscow and Peiping 
will face “ultimate collapse of their 
system.” Last April, Vice President 
Nixon warned 40 members of the 
Council of Bishops of the Methodist 
Church that “we would make a great 
mistake” to recognize Communist 
China at this time. A little later, the 
Daughters of the American Revolu- 
tion urged repudiations of the World 
Order recommendations. At the South- 
ern Presbyterian convention in At- 
lanta, the NCC action was censured, 
and there were rumblings of threats 
to withdraw. 

Then the tide started to turn. Sev- 
eral Methodist conferences (Troy, 
New York East, Maine) supported the 
Study Conference action. Meeting at 
Indianapolis in May, the General As- 
sembly of Secretary Dulles’ own de- 
nomination, the United Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A., expressed its 
“Christian concern that the day may 
soon come when our government, in 
concert with other free nations, may 
enter with honor into normal relations 
with the government of the Chinese 
people.” It also praised the Fifth 
World Order Study Conference for 
“dealing courageously and honestly 
with vital issues that may be con- 
troversial.” 

The United Church of Christ also 
came to the defense of the Council. 
The American Baptist Convention in 
a resolution which was passed 245- 
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234 (2386 delegates absent or not 
voting) backed present U. S. policy 
“under present conditions” but asked 
for “objective study” of the advisabil- 
ity of recognizing the Peiping Com. 
munists. 

A_ high official of the National 
Council of Churches has now an- 
nounced a year-long program of edu- 
cation and action for world peace, 
during which “special consideration 
will be given to the findings of the 
Fifth World Order Study Conference.” 


Graham Flies to Moscow 


After enjoying a visit and a chat 
about religion with Queen Elizabeth 
II and Prince Philip in Buckingham 
Palace, Evangelist Billy Graham flew 
to Moscow for a tour of the Kremlin. 
He expressed surprise at the crosses 
and religious pictures in cathedral mv- 
seums. 

Graham termed his visit an im- 
portant step toward conducting a fu- 
ture religious revival to the Lenin 
Stadium. The evangelist attended two 
services of Moscow’s Baptist’ church 
but was not asked to speak. Afterward 
Graham said he thought the Russian 
Baptists “place great emphasis on love, 
hope and the resurrection of Christ.” 


a 


The Third Force 

German Chancellor Konrad Aden- 
auer’s decision to withdraw his resig- 
nation was said to be dictated at least 
in part by his desire to speed trans- 
formation of the European Commun- 
ity into a political as well as an econ- 
omic community. 

It would have 168 million people 
and would aspire to balance the power 
of the Communist bloc, stall any possi- 
ble arrangement between Russians and 
Americans. Meanwhile, three repre- 
sentatives of the Community arrived in 
Washington and there was talk of estab- 
lishing regular diplomatic representation 
there for the new entity. 


Liberty Increasing in Italy 

Evangelicals say unprecedented Ili- 
berty is being given them in Italy. 
Extensive advertising was allowed re- 
cently for an eight-day Gospel cru- 
sade in a theater in the large northern 
city of Bologna. 

Assemblies of God ministers who 
sponsored the crusade were able to 
place five huge banners at the busiest 
crossroads of the city, and displayed 
1,500 large posters on the walls of 
buildings to announce the evangelical 
meetings. In addition, they distributed 
28,000 copies of the Gospel of St. 
John on the streets, and 60,000 leaf- 
lets, besides cruising in a car with a 
loud speaker telling the Italian public 
about the meetings. 
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“A FOURTH CLASS GOD” 


Why Do We Suffer? 


J. B., Life and Suffering 


It is unusual for ETERNITY to 
review a Broadway play, but it did 
(“J.B.: A Shock Treatment on Broad- 
way,” March °59), It is perhaps more 
unusual for Life to evaluate a Broad- 
way play theologically, but it did 
(May 18, 1959). And of course, the 
Broadway guinea pig was “J.B.” 

Life’s editorial recognizes that the 
type of suffering which J.B. experi- 
ences in this modern world needs the 
power of a first class God to over- 
come it, and that the god of Mac- 
Leish is not of this caliber. 

Because of the controversy sur- 
rounding the play, Life asked three 
theologians to comment upon it: Rein- 
hold Niebuhr, professor at Union 
Theological Seminary, Rabbi Louis 
Finkelstein, chancellor of New York’s 
Jewish Theological Seminary, and 
Thurston N. Davis, S.J., editor of the 
Catholic weekly America. 

Representing Protestantism, Dr. 
Niebuhr commented, “The Book of 
Job itself is apparently based on an 
even older folk tale, a tale in which 
the devil suggests that Job’s piety is 
due to his prosperity.” Niebuhr feels 
that the original story of Job is quite 
inferior, and that if MacLeish’s play 
is at fault, the original is to be blamed. 

In commenting upon God’s answer 
to Job through the whirlwind Niebuhr 
states: “Some modern critics of re- 
ligion say that the whirlwind was sim- 
ply an immoral display of power on 
God’s part instead of a specific reply 
to Job’s anguished query. Such a crit- 
icism assumes there is a_ rational 
answer to all the many tragic contra- 
dictions of human life. While ap- 
parently not a theist or believer in 
God, MacLeish clearly does not agree 
with this form of agnosticism. He lets 
the ancient answer stand in full force 
and majesty.” 

Niebuhr does not declare for Mac- 
Leish or the critics; however, he is 
sure that MacLeish’s ending is far 
superior to the original drama: “But 
itcan be said that MacLeish is more 
adequate than the parallel second an- 
swer in the Bible—taken from the 
original folk story—where Job is prom- 
ied the return of his wife, many new 
thildren and all the camels and she- 
uses his heart desires. For this ma- 
tttialistic conclusion, from the ancient 
folk tale, rather begs the question. 
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The Bible ending is a distinctive let- 
down.” 

The Jewish and Catholic theolog- 
ians, however, commend God at the 
expense of MacLeish, while Niebuhr 
commends MacLeish at the expense 
of God. 

Finkelstein stays with the Word of 
God: “We are not, of course, dumb 
beasts. We try to explain our torment. 
But being neither prophets nor men 
of prayer, we rivet its explanation to 
the past, blaming it either on our 
folly or our guilt. And because the 
last thing in the world we can admit 
of ourselves is folly, we are led to 
confess our’ guilt.” 

Finkelstein continues: “The char- 
acter in the Book of Job, with whom 
MacLeish apparently identified him- 
self, is Elihu. Elihu does not appear 
in the play, but his point of view is 
always in evidence. In the Bible, Elihu 
is young, whereas the three comforters 
are old. Elihu recognizes that age, for 
all its maturity and experience, may 
miss the whole point of life, which is 
concern with the future. He is con- 
vinced that whether or not Job has 
transgressed before he suffered, he 
certainly transgressed during his suf- 
fering: he did not welcome the pain, 
as would a dedicated servant of God, 
a soldier in the armies of the Creator, 
one who indeed is a part of the Cre- 
ator. If Job could see life as a school 
and experience as instruction, he might 
be glad for the opportunity to study 
in this supremely demanding way un- 
der the guidance of a supremely de- 
manding teacher. The conquests of 
the Mount Everests of the spirit may 
be arduous, but the reward like the 
effort is of supreme worth. 

Finkelstein’s conclusion is very im- 
pressive, because he leaves room for 
the biblical teaching that the just must 
live by faith even in times of suffering: 
“To be sure, that God asserts that 
such sufferings also have meaning, but 
it is a meaning that transcends the 
mind of man. To probe them com- 
pletely man would have to be part of 
God while still mortal. He would have 
to recognize, clearly, his own soul 
and its relation to God. In the end 
Job apparently discovers the nature of 
the mystery, a first step to transcend- 
ing it. ‘I had heard of Thee by hear- 
ing, he finally says, ‘and now mine 
eye seeth Thee.’ The vision of the 
kingdom of God, awaiting a purified, 
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ennobled and exalted humanity, re- 
mains outside J.B., as it remains out- 
side Job. One feels that -it does not 
remain outside MacLeish, and one 
hopes that he will return to it.” 

Thus Finkelstein implies if one is 
truly conscious of being in the king- 
dom of God he can never understand 
his sufferings apart from God. 

Thurston N. Davis, representing the 
Romanist view, minces no words. He 
too favors God at the expense of 
MacLeish, “If J.B. means anything, 
it means that God of the Job story— 
He who commands the morning, en- 
ters into the springs of the sea and 
bind the sweet influences of the Plei- 
ades—gets told off and sent inglori- 
ously to the wings by Man, the eternal 
J.B. of history. 

“Are there divine reasons for hu- 
man pain? Is there at last a Justice 
that will set things right? Is there a 
Mind and a Providence at work in 
human affairs? Is Man enveloped by 
God’s Love? If I read and hear him 
aright, MacLeish is saying No. The 
play ends with the firm avowal that— 
apart from our sempiternal human 
urge to ‘blow on the coal of the heart’ 
there is really ‘nothing, nothing, noth- 
ing—nothing at all.’ ” 

Two things we may 
these comments: 

(1) We live in a tragic era. Though 
people fail to grasp the immensity of 
their dilemma, they know they are in 
a temporal trap. We who believe that 
their deliverance is in the gospel of 
Christ might well revise our methods 
of communicating it to the world. 

(2) For Niebuhr the Book of Job 
is a third-rate story, and Job’s God is 
fourth-class. If, according to Niebuhr, 
Job’s Creator is inadequate, the only 
thing left is the creature. Many Prot- 
estants, however, would applaud the 
positions of Dr. Finkelstein and 
Father Davis. The carnal heart of man 
will always endeavor to shift the spot- 
light away from God and send Him 
to the wings. Our great comfort is 
that God never treats man as man 
treats God. (RLK) 


learn from 


Hardly a Quorum 


The deterioration of church attend- 
ance in Britain is seen by recent 
statements by the President of the Con- 
gregational Union of Britain and 
Wales. He said that there were no 
fewer than 211 churches listed in the 
current yearbook of that denomina- 
tion with less than 10 members and 
that several had only one member— 
“hardly a quorum, even by New Testa- 
ment standard.” He continued: “Is it 
not a fact that handfuls of people cling 
to their dilapidated buildings as tena- 
ciously as the dry rot that is sealing 
their doom? This is stagnation.” 
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We might wonder how such a situ- 
ation could come to pass, but the an- 
swer lies in the fact that the central 
treasury of the Union maintains the 
buildings. There are over 700 churches 
in the Union with fewer than 25 mem- 
bers. In a single town there were nine 
Congregational churches, capable of 
seating more than 4,000 people. Six of 
them had ordained ministers. “Their 
total membership of fewer than 850 
could be comfortably accommodated 
in one central church.” (DGB) 


Dating by Magnetism 

A new method has been devised by 
British scientists for establishing the 
age of archaeological ruins. Archaeol- 
gists and geophysicists have joined ef- 
forts in a thorough study of the earth’s 
magnetic field, and archaeologists are 
now able to date burnt ancient finds 
with the help of a magnetometer. The 
study, for which a new name, archae- 
omagnetism, has been coined, is pres- 
ently being pursued in Greece by R. M. 
Cook and J. C. Belshe of Cambridge 
University. 

Many clays and stones, if heated be- 
yond a certain point, tend to get a 
fixed magnetism in the direction of the 
earth’s magnetic north at the time 
they cooled after firing. Since the 
earth’s magnetic field varies, the rem- 
nant magnetization of a piece of fired 
clay or stone is characteristic of some 
particular time in the earth’s history 
at that place. 

Records of the annual mean direc- 
tion of the earth’s magnetic field exist 
for London as far back as A.D. 1580. 
The rate of change for Britain is about 
two degrees in 12 years, in a clock- 
wise move. When a curve is estab- 
lished for ancient times, it may be 
possible to date a given sample of fired 
clay within 25 years. (DGB) 


Jewish Danger 


At the recent world convention 
of the Jewish fraternal organization, 
B’nai Brith, held in Jerusalem, the 
president of the World Zionist Organ- 
ization, Dr. Nahum Goldmann, stated 
that Jews were in the greatest danger 
in many centuries. The official stated 
that “the increasing process of eman- 
cipation” had caused a “danger greater 
than all that has threatened Jewish 
survival in previous centuries.” 

“It could easily lead to the disin- 
tegration of the Jewish communities 
and the loss of their consciousness of 
being all parts of the Jewish people,” 
he said. 

He is wrong. The Bible guarantees 
the preservation of the Jewish race. 
God intends to govern the world 
through them after the removal of the 
Church at the first phase of the Sec- 
ond Coming of Christ. Israel will sur- 


vive good times as it has survived bad 
times. The honor of God is bound up 
with this people. We can be more sure 
of its future than we can of any other 
historical fact. (DGB) 


REVISED RSV 
(Continued from page 17) 


1. “In cases where the NT text re- 
produces the OT, the respective 
translations should be _ identi- 
cal”; 

2. “In case of divergence it would 
be helpful to the average reader 
if a brief footnote were added 
indicating as far as possible the 
cause of this divergence.” 

The work and recommendations of 
the ACEBV must be understood in 
the light of two basic factors which are 
of more than ordinary importance 
to the Lutheran Church—NMissouri 
Synod: its firm commitment to doc- 
trine, in its classical sense; and its 
continued insistence that only the orig- 
inal texts (Hebrew, Aramaic and 
Greek) are ultimately authoritative in 
the formulation of faith and in the re- 
quirements of church practice. Com- 
ing from such a denomination the re- 
sults of the study by the ACEBV are 
highly complimentary to the transla- 
tors who prepared the present edition 
of the RSV. At the same time its ex- 
tremely constructive suggestions should 
assist the American Standard Bible 
Committee in preparing an even better 
text in 1962. 


PRAYER 
(Continued from page 28) 


ill to those for whom Christ died. The 
devastating grace of God dashes every 
excuse to the ground. 

“Be ye kind one to another, tender- 
hearted, forgiving one another, even as 
God for Christ’s sake has forgiven you” 
(Eph. 4:32). Paul and our Lord are 
not in conflict over the matter of for- 
giveness. Because you have been for- 
given by divine grace, your Lord can 
demand that you forgive as you have 
been forgiven. If you do not, fellowship 
with your heavenly Father stops, and 
your prayer life is interrupted. It will 
not be renewed until you admit your 
refusal to use the grace of God in be- 
half of those whom you have ill-used, 
and to confess your sin, and to right 
wrongs you have done. Prayer is a high 
privilege. At the same time it has 
solemn responsibilities. “If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to for- 
give us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness” (I John 1:9). And 
remember that this was not written to 
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sinners but to the children of God who 
have been bad children. 

The next two clauses are also often 
misunderstood: “Lead us not into temp- 
tation; deliver us from evil” (Matt. 6: 
13). 

a God lead you into temptation? 
“Tet no man say when he is tempted, 
I am tempted of God; for God cannot 
be tempted with evil; neither tempts He 
any man. But every man is tempted 
when he is drawn away by his own lust 
and enticed” (Jas. 1:13, 14). 

The Greek word for lead is a very 
strong word: “Do not bring us, or 
carry us into testing.” Into what test- 
ing would God bring you? It cannot be 
the testing of evil. It is the testing of 
grace. 

“Lead us not into temptation!” True 
it is that the human heart shrinks from 
the tests of faith, and though we know 
we must experience the tests of tempta- 
tions, this is no idle prayer. When we 
pray, “lead us not into temptation,” our 
attitude will be such that we shall not 
run carelessly into tests of our own 
making. We shall be careful not to be 
rash and impulsive in our living, and 
with this part of the prayer on our lips, 
we shall be brought to remember that 
at the best, our strength is frail. 

The Christian life is rigorous and will 
take every ounce of grace and love 


which God has given you. In this world 
people will hate you for the sake of 
Christ. You will be ill-used, you will be 
misunderstood, you will endure tribula- 
tion. But you have been equipped to 
meet the world in any situation imagin- 
able. You have been “graced” to do it. 
Do you ask to escape the test? Rather 
face the test of His grace and prove 
that you are more than conquerors 
through Him who loved us. And if you 
should fail, seek quick deliverance 
through Him who is at the Father’s 
right hand. Prayer becomes a call to 
advance, not an escape through retreat. 
It is a challenge to meet the foe in 
triumph conquering with the love of 
God and not a sigh to be defeated by 
the world about you. 

The closing doxology explains the 
reason. “For yours is the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory, for rever and ever. 
Amen.” Though you live in a world 
where sin is rampant and Satan so often 
has his way, your heavenly Father is 
still on the throne. If you live in full 
surrender to Him, you can love those 
whom you would hate; you can help 
those whom you would hinder; and you 
can pray for those whom you would 
criticize. You can do this if you really 
want Him to have the power, and the 
glory, both now and forever. 

How do you really pray? 
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“THERE IS STRENGTH IN 
CHRISTIAN FAITH” 
LENNART SANDBERGH 
(Of the Famous “‘Northlanders”’) 
VOCAL, LUTE, 


ACCORDION 


Beautiful Home + Devo- 
tion « Cling to the Rock 
* Meditation + Nearing the 
Shore « Nearer My God to 





Found Him + While the Spirit Passes By « If You 


Thee + Hallelujah I Have | 


Know the Lord « Forgive Me Lord « It May Be | 


Today « In Times Like These 


No. 1239 $3.98 


CHRISTCHURCH FESTIVAL 
MALE VOICE CHOIR 


(CHRISTCHURCH, 
NEW ZEALAND) 


100th Psalm «+ Burdens 
Are Lifted at Calvary « I 
Gave My Life for Thee 
* It Is Marvelous and 
= Wonderful + The Lord’s 
My Shepherd « St. George’s Edinburgh + We'll 
All Be There * Lord I’m Coming Home « All That 
Thrills My Soul « Soldiers of Christ * Victory 
Through Grace « It Took a Miracle 
No. 6001 


(Write for Complete Catalog) 






$4.98 


At Your Christian Record Dealer, 
or write to— 
CHRISTIAN FAITH RECORDINGS 
Box 667-G Reseda, Calif. 


BAPTISTRIES 






For every need —for every purse 
e Permanent Fiberglas 

e Demountable Aluminum 
° “Do-it-yourself” Package = 


Box 766 Muscatine, lowa 


| The choral ensemble 


RECORD REVIEWS 


CHORAL 


We Christians have an enormous 
heritage in our music. Sometimes we 
tend to forget this, to our own spiritual 
and artistic impoverishment. Therefore 
I am grateful that to some extent, at 
least, the producers of some of these 
recordings have reminded us of our 
precious artistic heritage. 

The recording of the Princeton Sem- 
inary Choir is a case in point. The 
repertoire ranges from Palestrina, who 
died in 1594, through other material 
which happily includes folk-songs and 
spirituals, right up to the present day, 
since the distinguished conductor of the 
group, Dr. David Hugh Jones, is rep- 
resented by some of his own music. 

This record, by the way, is excellent. 
The well-disciplined male chorus sings 
with good tone, fine dynamic variation, 
and a firm sense of style. 

The Temple Time Choir is another 
example of a group which has had the 


| courage to go beyond the usual simple 


collection of hymns. While hymns do 
predominate, (and they are well done) 
some more extended choral works are 
also included. Note especially the taste- 
ful performance of Mendelssohn’s “He 
Watching Over Israel” from the ora- 
torio Elijah. 

The record called “On a Clear Sab- 
bath Morning” does not go beyond the 
favorite hymn orbit, but it must be 
highly commended anyway, since these 
hymns are so well sung and played. 
is varied with 


| solos, male quartet, brass choir, and so 


McGUFFEY'S READERS: 


After a long and costly search, reprints of the original 
1879 revised editions of the famous McGuffey’s Readers 
have been completed and an now purchase exact 
copies at the following low prices POSTPAID: 


ist Reader. $2.25 4th Reader......_.$3.25 
2nd Reader $2.50 Sth Reader $3.50 
3rd Reader $2.75 6th Reader.......$3.75 


OLD AUTHORS, Dept. TY-8, Rowan, lowa 


“I Got No English” 


Born and raised in U.S., thousands 
of Indians cannot speak their own 
country’s English language. 








Help train a native so he ean 
teach and preach and be understood. 

This is the key to Indian evan- 
gelization. 


COOK CHRISTIAN TRAINING SCHOOL 
Box 7158 Phoenix, Arizona 
Interdenominational 
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on. If you wish a recording of these 
beloved hymns, you could hardly find 
them better done. An added dividend is 
the immaculate diction. 

The records of the Christian Vet- 
erans Choir and the one entitled Show- 
ers of Blessing do not seem to me to 
be quite on a par with the artistic and 
technical standards of the others in this 
list. In the Christian Veterans recording 
one primary objection must be men- 
tioned: the engineer seems to favor the 
voices to such an extent that the im- 
portant organ accompaniment seems 
quite swamped. 

Finally, the record attractively named 
“Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs” 
is again on a high level of excellence, 
including as it does a wide variety of 
music. We find here literally a sam- 
pling of “psalms, hymns, and spiritual 
songs,” and they are obviously sung 
with grace in the heart as unto the Lord. 


Princeton Seminary Choir, David Hugh 
Jones, director. RCA Victor LPM-1903. 
$4.98. 


O Holy Father (Palestrina); The Spacious Fir- 
mament on High (Haydn); He That Dwelleth 
in the Secret Place (Jones); Confitemini Domino 
(Constantini); My Shepherd Will Supply My 
Need (agr. Thomson) ; Hear My Prayer, O God 
(Arcadelt) ; Jesus, Gentle Babe (Gevaert); Were 


* 
, 


Reviewer Robert Elmore 


You There? (arr. Burleigh); Rise Up, O Men 
of God (Noble). (Side Two: Subdue Us Through 
Thy Kindness (Bach); A Mighty Fortress is 
Our God (Luther); How Beautiful Upon the 
Mountains (Jones); O God of Earth and Altar 
(arr. Jones); With Heart Uplifted (Schvedov); 
O Come, O Come Emmanuel (13th-Century 
Plainsong); | Wonder as I Wonder (arr. Niles); 
Go Tell it on the Mountain (arr. Booker); 0 
Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing! (Vulpius). 


Temple Time Choir, Ralph Nielsen, di- 
rector. Zondervan. ZLP 541. $3.85. 


Blessed Assurance; Saviour, Like a Shepherd Lead 
Us; Brother James’ Aire; In Times Like These; 
Near the Cross; He, Watching Over Israel (Men- 
delssohn). Side Two: Lord, I Adore Thee; 
Channels Only; Great Is Thy Faithfulness; Cal- 
¢ary Love; The Heavens Are Telling (Beet- 
hoven); Father, Thy Children Bow (Sullivan). 


On a Clear Sabbath Morning, The Ves- 
try Choir. Warner Bros. W 1239. 


The Church in the Wildwood; Stand Up For 
Jesus; The Old Rugged Cross; Softly and Ten- 
derly; I Need Thee Every Hour; Let the Lower 
Lights Be Burning. Side two: Onward, Chris- 
tian Soldiers; Have Thine Own Way, Lord— 
Just As I Am; The Ninety and Nine; When 
the Roll is Called Up Yonder; In the Garden; 
Jesus, Lover of My Soul; God Be With You. 


Sounding His Praises, Christian Veter- 
ans’ Choir. Albert P. Smith, director. 
Zondervan. ZLP-517. $3.85. 


On a Rugged Hill; V'd Rather Have Jesus; 
Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken; Leaning 
on the Everlasting Arms; Softly and Tenderly. 
Side two: Deeper and Deeper; I Will Pilot Thee; 


Master, the Tempest is Raging; Somebody Knows; — 


Just a Closer Walk with Thee. 


Showers of Blessing, Music of the 
Church of the Nazarene, Showers of 
Blessing Choir, Ray H. Moore, direc- 
tor. Word W-3074-LP. $3.98. 


Showers of Blessing; Follow Me; Victory im 
Jesus; The Love of God; He Hideth My Soul; 
Jesus Saves. Side two: There Is Joy in That 
Land; My Home Sweet Home; A Miracle of 
Love; Give Him the Glory; Sweeter than All; 
Wonderful Grace of Jesus. 


Psalms, Hymns and Spiritual Songs. 
Music of the Churches of Christ, Abi- 
lene Christian College A Cappella Cho- 
rus, Vernon Moody, Conductor. Word 
W-3083-LP. $3.98. 

A Wonderful Saviour; The Lord is in His Holy 


Temple & Christ We Do All Adore Thee (Du- 
bois); We Gather Together (arr. Kremser); 
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Grant Unto Me the Joy of Thy Salvation 
(Brahms) ; I Need Thee Every Hour; There Is 
4 Balm in Gilead (arr. Dawson) ; The Church’s 
One Foundation; Flee as a Bird; O Worship the 
King. Side two: Alleluia (Gallus) ; Peace, Per- 
fect Peace; Consider the Lilies; The Spacious 
Firmament; Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face 
to Face; The Lord’s My Shepherd (Campbell) ; 
We Give Thee But Thine Own (Schumann) ; 
Father, Hear the Prayer We Offer; The Lord 
Bless You and Keep You (Lutkin). 


VOCAL 


Over the Sunset Mountain. Bill Pearce 
and Dick Anthony with the Concert 
Orchestra of London, orchestrated by 
Paul Mickelson. Word 3059. 


Over the Sunset Mountains; The Lights of 
Home; Every Care on Him; The Old Rugged 
Cross; God Is Love. Side Two: Beyond the Sun- 
set; Day by Day; Cleanse Me; Jesus, Lover of 
My Soul; Precious Hiding Place; I’ve Discovered 
the Way of Gladness. 


This is a well-engineered, beautifully 
performed album. Pearce and Anthony 
both sing with great charm, and the 
orchestral accompaniments are magnif- 
icently arranged and played. 

Mickelson is a master of orchestra- 
tion in the Kostelanetz—Percy Faith— 
Mantovani royal line of succession. By 
this I mean that he understands how to 
create a luscious, romantic texture by 
the artful use of strings divisi, how to 
make a rhythmic pattern subtly insist- 
ent, but not overpoweringly obvious, 
and how to use an instrument such as 
the mandolin tastefully, never cheapen- 
ing his orchestral fabric by so doing. 

Most of the orchestration is for strings 
alone, but in the last two pieces I heard 
horns and winds, and earlier I thought 
I detected a beautiful oboe solo, among 
other things. Was Mickelson also the 
unnamed conductor of the album? If so, 
Ican only say that he (or whoever the 
conductor is) conducts with great style 
and ability. 

With such ability as the two vocalists 
and the orchestrator demonstrate on 
this record, I regret that they weren’t 
allowed to record something of real 
spiritual and musical value. All of this 
music is entirely pleasant and attractive, 
but unless you are very young or very 
limited in your outlook, I doubt if it 
can have lasting value for you. Most of 
it is done in dance rhythm: waltzes, a 
barcarolle, a tango, and so forth. There 
is nothing wrong with these delightful 
thythms, but it takes a composer of the 
stature of Bach to take a dance rhythm 
and carry it into the heavenlies. This 
music never leaves the earth. 

The album notes give too little in- 
formation about the vocalists, none 
about the orchestra and orchestrator, 
and nothing really pertinent to the mu- 
sic performed. Some of the writing is 
fen incomprehensible. Why, for in- 
stance, does the annotator state that, in 
‘Cleanse Me,” the “orchestration pre- 
ents a new approach to this melody 
ad brings a refreshing change of pace 
0 the album”? What the orchestrator 
las actually done is to make a luscious 
waltz of this tune, but most of the other 
ngs are luscious waltzes too! This is 
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CHILDREN’S DELIGHT 


(Broadman Style) 


@ A large portion of sumptuous music played by an 
ensemble from a genuine symphony orchestra 
@ A cup or two of Mabel Warkentin’s soprano © 
@ Several spoonfuls of happy little melodies 
@ Heaps of unusual arrangements (Dick Reynolds 
variety) 
e - pinch of ordinary things that happen every single 
ay 
Finished product will be round, flat, with a hole 
in the middle. Place on the spinning turntable of a 
78 rpm record player and play to the children’s hearts’ 
delight. 
The above is available in five varieties: 
LET’S SING ABOUT EASTER 
LET’S SING ABOUT CHRISTMAS 
LET’S SING ABOUT CREATION 
LET’S SING ABOUT SEASONS 
The stories about four things that never fail to capture 
a child’s fancy. In words and song. Each, $1.25 
SONGS FOR TINY TOTS 
Seventeen easy-to-learn songs for a youngster’s first 
introduction to music. Mabel Warkentin, vocalist; Sally 
Parker, harpist. Two 45 rpm records in hinged re 
1.98 
Other Broadman Recordings for Children 
SONGS FOR CHILDREN UNDER 6 $3.95 
SONGS FOR CHILDREN 4 AND 5 $3.95 
SONGS FOR CHILDREN 6 THROUGH 8 $3.95 
SONGS FOR OUR LITTLEST ONES $3.60 


BROADMAN PRESS 
Nashville 3, Tennessee 


At your favorite book store 
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HEAR THE BIBLE STUDY HOUR 


Donald Grey Barnhouse, Teacher 
Sundays on NBC Radio and Other Stations 


Announcing— 
“WHAT IS THE WORLD COMING TO?” 


A compelling series of messages on Bible 

prophecy, dealing with the end of our age and 

the return of our Lord Jesus Christ to earth. 
July 26—“What Is the World Coming To?” 
Aug. 2—‘“Today the Savior, Tomorrow the King” 
Aug. 9—“Will the Church Save the World?” 
Aug. 16—“The Stage Is Set” 
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DISPUTABLE BUT SOLID 


Taking On the Challengers 


THE GOSPEL IN DISPUTE. Edmund 
Perry. Doubleday. 230 pp. $3.95. 


Reviewed by Eugene A. Nida 


One thing is certain, The Gospel in 
Dispute willbe disputed—and for sev- 
eral reasons. First, certain conserva- 
tives will not understand a _ person 
who can declare so unequivocally the 
uniqueness of Jesus Christ and the au- 
thoritative character of the biblical rev- 
elation and at the same time assume the 
results of the documentary hypothesis 
and interpret the Book of Jonah as 4 
very effective short story with a deep re- 
ligious significance. On the other hand, 
some liberals may be almost equally 
confused, for it may seem unthinkable 
to them that one who can show such 
insights . into non-Christian religions 
should so unhesitatingly insist on the 
distinctive claims of historical Chris- 
tianity as the unique revelation of God. 


Another reason for the inevitable dis- . 


putes is the fact that Edmund Perry has 
written about Judaism, Islam, Hindu- 
ism, and Buddhism with such keen, 
sympathetic understanding that at times 
the casual reader, who thinks he can 
skim any book in order to take off the 
cream, will find that he has only 
whisked off some deceptive froth. The 
arguments of this book are too well de- 
veloped and the text too packed with 
solid “stuff” to justify a hasty glance or 
an ill-considered judgment. 

Dr. Perry, who is chairman of the 
Department of History and Literature 
of Religions at Northwestern Univer- 
sity, brings to the problems of this 
book a broad background of theological 
study and a thorough acquaintance with 
non-Christian religions. Moreover, he 
writes with effectiveness and an obvious 
concern for the urgency of the gospel 
message. Accordingly, in the first chap- 
ter he plunges into the heart of the con- 
temporary conflict of religious con- 
cepts. He paints a pessimistic picture of 
the threats of secularism and material- 
ism in our contemporary life and par- 
ticularly decries the tendency of many 
so-called Christians to soft-pedal the 
exclusive claims of Jesus Christ, which 
constitute the mission of the Church. 
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He makes the reader aware of the 
renascent religious movement in the 
West and East, but leaves no doubt as 
to how un-Christian our pro-religious 
atmosphere of the West really is. In this 
context the ideological conflict of our 
generation must be carried on, and here 
Christianity will be severely tested. 

The second chapter, “The Gospel 
Promise in the Old Testament,” seems 
somewhat remote from the contempo- 
rary setting of the first chapter. But as 
the argument progresses, this refreshing 
treatment of the unity of the Scripture 
message becomes increasingly essen- 
tial. 

This theme of the “gospel” message 
in the Old Covenant does much to res- 
cue the Old Testament from a few 
fuzzy-minded liberals who think they 
must rescue Jesus from Old Testament 
errors and from some misguided ul- 
traconservatives who fragmentize the 
redemptive plan of God by their dispen- 
sational view of history. 

Chapter three deals with “The Gos- 
pel Person and People of the New Tes- 
tament” and develops the concept of the 
fulfillment of the Old Testament prom- 
ise through “a person and a people.” 
Perry does not hesitate to affirm that 
Jesus identified Himself as the Messiah 
(some scholars have argued as though 
they were doing Jesus a favor by insist- 
ing that Messiahship was falsely attri- 
buted to him by overzealous followers), 
nor to insist that the summons to 
repentance and baptism involved the 
formation of a new community of be- 
lievers—the people of God. Constantly 
this chapter seeks to weld together into 





REVIEWER 
The reviewer is secretary of trans- 
lation of the American Bible Society 
and author of “Customs and Cul- 
tures” and “God’s Word in Man’s 
Language.” 
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an indissoluble message of God’s grace 
the Old Testament promises and expec- 
tations and the New Testament realiza- 
tion of these. 

As Perry deals with Judaism, the 
reader must be doubly careful to study 
the arguments thoroughly, for the au- 
thor presents vigorously the view that 
Judaism is an essential element in the 
plan of God for keeping the Church 
true to its divine calling. Statements 
such as the following are open to ready 
misunderstanding: “But neither Jew 
nor Christian can say his faith is ‘more 
perfect’ than the other and so conver- 
sion cannot be the primary objective of 
our conversations with each other,” 
Such a statement must be carefully 
weighed in terms of its context and 
with the succeeding account of Justin 
Martyr, famous Christian defender of 
the second century, who has left us his 
Dialogue with Trypho, as a guide on 
how to approach Judaism. Dr. Perry is 
quite sanguine about our unlikely suc- 
cess with Judaism, but he ends this 
chapter, “the New Testament expressly 
enjoins us to call from hardened Israel 
any who will come to faith in Jesus 
‘Christ and enter into his Church.” 

The sixth chapter, which treats Is- 
lam, is a refreshing approach to an age- 
old problem. Drawing heavily and ad- 
mittedly on Kenneth Cragg’s penetrat- 
ing insights in The Call of the Minaret, 
Perry goes right to the heart of the 
problem in Islam by showing the 
centrality of the Koran, and the devel- 
opment of the Ummat “the democratic 
brotherhood,” and zakat “almsgiving,” 
as the basis for Islamic social solidarity. 
The whole Islamic emphasis upon the 
otherness of God makes the incarna- 
tion unthinkable, and the perversion. of 
the Christian tradition (the Koran 
contains grossly distorted accounts of 
Jesus) insulates the Muslim against the 
biblical message. Chapter seven on 
Hinduism and Buddhism, is a thor- 
oughly penetrating view of the major 
tenets of these two ancient, but vigor- 
ously growing religions. Perry deals es- 
sentially with philosophical Hinduism, 
the only variety of Hinduism which is a 
threat to Christianity, and he tries to 
explain how such a system can embrace 
utterly diverse elements: “The most 
primitive nature worshipers and the 
most profound metaphysicians accept 
each other as noble Hindus; the most 
convinced atheists and the most com- 
mitted theists proudly refer to each 
other as Hindus; the sincerest polytheists 
and the most confident monotheists in- 
clude each other in their use of the word 
Hindu.” 

All of this seems impossible without 
the synchretistic maxim of Hinduism: 
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“Reality is one, but seers speak of it in 
different ways,” However, where all 
Hindus agree in insisting that “the one 
reality is spirit,” they have laid the basis 
for complete pantheism, in which spir- 
itual liberation is the final and supreme 
aim, but in which all existent beings, 
whether human or otherwise, become at 
last identical with the one ultimate real- 
ity. 

Buddhism, which in many respects 
is the most challenging opponent of 
Christianity, has a very distinct appeal 
to modern man, but it is not to be 
thought of so much as a system of be- 
liefs as a method of finding liberation 
from suffering through self-discipline, 
imposed by overwhelming courage. The 
Buddhist concept of continual change 
and the denial of the soul seems to be 
congenial to many~ current scientific 
ideas of the West and appeals to some 
existentialists, who are only too glad to 
adopt eternal flux as a world view for 
themselves. 

The last chapters of many books are 
like the last five minutes of so many 
sermons—just tasteless repetition of 
what has been said before—but this is 
not true of the last twelve pages of this 
book. 

Perry launches boldly into Toyn- 
bee’s recommendations for contempo- 
rary Christianity. He agrees with 
Toynbee’s first thesis, that first Chris- 
tianity must give up its Western acces- 
sories, but with Toynbee’s second point, 
namely, that Christians should not be 
insistent upon the uniqueness of the 
biblical revelation, he disagrees sharply, 
even to the point of stating, “Toynbee 
does not really understand the sense in 
which the Gospel is God’s.” Of course, 
the fact that God is a jealous God “does 
not mean that his people can be snob- 
bish toward unbelievers,” but it does 
mean that any proclamation of the gos- 
pel which is any less than the exclusive 
claims of the biblical revelation is not 
only false but utterly unworthy of the 
Christian heritage. 

In the last few pages the author 
shows great skill in dealing with central, 
crucial problems in each of the great 
world religions treated in the previous 
chapters. For Judaism he recognizes the 
mystery of God’s program in which 
“the salvation of the community of Is- 
tael has been set aside until the mass of 
the Gentiles have been gathered into 
the Church (Rom. 11:25-26).” For the 
Muslim only the Holy Spirit can show 
that God is “great enough even to incar- 
nate himself in human existence and 
save men through his crucifixion,” and 
thus be greater than even the Islamic 
toctrine of God. For the Hindu and 
Buddhist there is admittedly “no point 
of contact,” for the concept of the in- 
tamation is not only incredible but re- 
pugnant to the Hindu, and the idea 
f the resurrection of Jesus by God 
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is anathema to the Buddhist view of the 
self-sufficiency of man. 

The Christian must not, however, 
lower his claims for the gospel. More- 
over, “the major obstacle in the way of 
the Christian mission to these other re- 
ligions is not the other religions but the 
Christians themselves.” Furthermore, 
these disputing religions are good for 
Christians, for the dispute “will serve 
either to increase our faith or to disclose 
us to be in reality no Christian at all,” 
but “into this situation the genuine 
Christian will advance unashamed of the 
gospel, which is the power of God unto 
salvation for the Jew first, but also for 
the Muslim, the Hindu, and the Bud- 
dhist.” 


A BODY OF DIVINITY. Thomas Wat- 
son. Banner of Truth. 221 pp. 
$3.25. 


Reviewed by William Childs Robinson 


Here is an exposition of the doctrinal 
part, the first 38 questions, of the 
Shorter Catechism. As one who has 
written a brief compendium of The 
Christian Faith according to the Shorter 
Catechism, it is a great pleasure to wel- 
come this ampler and abler discussion 
of the same material. 


Let the Presbyterian pastor whose « 


attendance is slipping get this volume 
and preach a series of sermons setting 
forth the Reformed Faith in its beauty, 
symmetry and power and the people of 
God will gather again about the banner 
of His Word. This Puritan divine be- 
lieved the truth of God and recognized 
that it demanded his best and hardest 
thinking to bring out its majesty and 
set forth its richness. 

The very reading of his masterful 
exposition is a rebuke to our laziness. 
No wonder that Spurgeon delighted to 
write the introduction and that Col. 
James Gardner was converted by read- 
ing another of Watson’s books. Here 
are some samples: 

“The cause of justification is. the 
free grace of God; its ground is the 
satisfaction of Christ; its method is 
God’s imputing to us Christ’s righteous- 
ness; its means is faith.” 

“Christ intercedes freely, feelingly— 
as a tenderhearted mother would plead 
with a judge for a child—and effica- 
ciously. The fruits of His intercession 
include: justification, the unction of the 
Spirit, and the purification of our holy 
things.” 

“It is Christ’s work in heaven not 
only to present His own prayers to His 
Father, but He prays our prayers over 
so Christ winnows out the 


again... 
chaff which intermixes with our 
prayers.” 


The reviewer is professor of ecclesias- 
tical history at Columbia Theological 
Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 


THE LIFE OF DAVID. Arthur W. Pink, 
Zondervan. Two volumes, 38? 
pages each, $5.95 per volume, 
The set $9.90. 


Reviewed by Meredith G. Kline 


Pink’s primary interest is not theo- 
logical but practical. What he presents 
is not intended as a _verse-by-verse 
commentary on the biblical sources of 
David’s life. He seems more concerned 
with the exhortation of the reader than 
with the interpretation of David. 

Pink approached his task with cer- 
tain distinct advantages. For one thing 
he reverenced the Scriptures as the in- 
errant Word of God. For another, he 
was a Calvinist and, therefore, recog- 
nized spiritual life for what it is, the 
product of divine grace from its con- 
ception to its consummation. The bib- 
lical soundness of his theology is evi- 
denced in his recurring emphasis on 
the sovereignty of God. 

Unfortunately these studies by Pink 
are seriously marred by the pervasive 
use of allegorical interpretation. He is 
on biblical ground when he interprets 
David in his capacity as king over the 
Covenant people of his age as a type 
of Christ’s kingship over the Covenant 
people of all ages. But typology is one 
thing and allegory is another. And 
when Pink finds, for example, in count- 
less incidental details of David’s con- 
flicts with his political enemies “types” 
of the Christian believer’s inner strug- 
gle against sin he has passed from 
typology to allegory and abandoned 
the reins of exegesis to wildest fancy. 
It is such undisciplined treasure-hunt- 
ing for “types” that has brought the 
whole principle of typology into dis- 
repute. 

The publishers do not advertise it 
but this material evidently appeared 


originally as a series of magazine arti- 


cles. This explains the inordinate 
amount of repetition. I suggest that 
these studies not be read through like a 
book but that the 96 short chapters be 
read as the author designed them—as 
brief, daily meditations. 


The reviewer is assistant professor of 
Old Testament at Westminster Theo- 
logical Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


THE BIBLE AND RACE. T. B. Maston. 
Broadman. 117 pp. $2.50. 


Reviewed by Culbert G. Rutenber 


Prophetic voices are rare in any de- 
nomination. It takes a peculiar kind of 
Christian spirit and fortitude to chal- 
lenge the prejudices and presupposi- 
tions of the denomination which you 
love and in which you serve. Accord- 
ing to his students, no man in the 
Southern Baptist Convention has sent 
more preachers and laymen looking 
anew at their Bibles for light on the 
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great public issues of their day than 
T. B. Maston of Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, 
Texas. 

Here he does it again. In eight pithy 
chapters—deceptively simple in style, 


biblical in content, weighty in effect— 
he shows how unscriptural race preju- 
dice is. The first chapter is a theologi- 
cal analysis of the meaning of the 
image of God in man, the ground of our 
respect for the person of every man. 








BRIEF AND SCHOLARLY 


Prophets with Honor 


EZEKIEL: THE MAN AND HIS MES- 
SAGE. H. L. Ellison. Eerdmans. 
144 pp. $2.50. 


Reviewed by Samuel J. Schultz 


In this brief but helpful book Ellison 
has made a valuable contribution to- 
ward a better understanding of Ezekiel 
and his message. In his previous pub- 
lication, Men Spake From God, he had 
stated: “the prophet speaks primarily 
to the men of his own time, and his 
message springs out of the circum- 


stances in which he lives.” Con- 
sequently, the author is _ primarily 
concerned “to grasp what his own gen- 


eration should have understood, and 
only then reinterpret, if necessary, in 
the light of the New Testament.” 

In matters of eschatology the author 
assumes “that after the Second Advent 
of Christ there will be a long period in 
which God’s original purpose in creat- 
ing nature around us will be displayed 
and vindicated; in this period the na- 
tions that have only imperfectly been 
embraced in the Church’s missionary 
work will have the knowledge of God 
brought to them.” This period the 
author regards as the Millennium. 

With a high regard for the text of 
the Old Testament the author evaluates 
the textual problems, pointing out 
which translation he considers best. 
Although this is not exhaustive it is 
sufficient to clarify many problems to 
the reader of Ezekiel. 

Since Ezekiel abounds in metaphors, 
similes, visions, symbolic acts, allegory 
or parable, this book is most helpful 
in explaining the language and experi- 
ences of the prophet. Without going 
into too much detail the author makes 
illuminating suggestions to difficult 
problems. 

The interpretation of two passages 
will be regarded as controversial by 
some scholars. The prophecy concern- 
ing Tyre the author considers con- 
ditional and not fulfilled by Nebuchad- 
nezzar or Alexander the Great. In 
dealing with chapters 40-48 he rejects 
the vision form as a mere literary 
convention as well as the purely literal 
interpretation. He regards this as an 
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apocalyptic vision of the conditions 
existing in the Millennium. 

As a whole this brief treatment of 
Ezekiel is excellent. It offers a helpful 
survey for the serious student of the 
Scripture. 


WHO WROTE ISAIAH? Edward J. 
Young. Eerdmans. 88 pp. $1.50. 


This book deals candidly with the 
question posed in the title Who Wrote 
Isaiah? Although the author has pre- 
viously dealt with this problem in his 
book An Introduction to the Old Testa- 
ment, it is timely to publish this pop- 
ular discussion in a separate volume. 

From the viewpoint that the entire 
Bible is trustworthy and reliable, the 
author brings to bear upon the question 
of Isaian authorship the attitude of 
New Testament writers. The chart (re- 
produced from Young’s earlier work) 
on New Testament quotations from the 
various parts of Isaiah is very helpful. 
Both the New Testament and tradition 
as far back as the Dead Sea Scrolls 
maintain the unity of the book as com- 
ing from the eighth century prophet 
associated with Hezekiah and Ahaz. 

Negative critical theories support a 
diversity of authorship. The author 
shows his familarity with these by giv- 
ing a brief survey of various view- 
points. So far, however, the question 
of the origin of chapters 40-66 cannot 
be answered by those “who refuse to 
take at face value the statements of 
infallible scripture.” 

With a logical analysis of the entire 
book Young suggests that Isaiah him- 
self arranged his prophecies in chapters 
1-39 after the 15th year of Hezekiah 
when he predicted Babylonian captiv- 
ity for Judah. The message of hope and 
comfort in chapters 40-66 was the 
natural sequence which he wrote dur- 
ing his latter years. 

With sweeping statements appearing 
in current books and Sunday school 
literature that the diversity of author- 
ship of the book of Isaiah is universally 
accepted by Old Testament scholars, 
this volume by Dr. Young is very 
timely and significant. 

The reviewer is associate professor of 
Bible and Theology, Wheaton, College. 
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The author then proceeds to show that 
the Bible reveals that men are all from 
one ancestor and hence, to some ex. 
tent, kin. The story in Acts 10 js 
used to show that God is no re 
specter of persons—a fact buttressed 
by science which claims that no race 
is inherently inferior or superior. The 
meaning of neighbor-love, of the Great 
Commission, of the famous passage in 
Romans 13 on Christian obedience to 
the state—these are all used to ill. 
mine the race problem as we all face it 
today. 

Of special interest is his handling of 
the inter-marriage problem (he thinks 
it unwise but not condemned as such 
by Scripture, which prohibits _inter- 
marriage on religious and_ national 
grounds but does not discuss _inter- 
racial marriage. as we understand it) 
and of the so-called curse on Ham of 
Genesis 9. But read it yourself. It’s 
only 117 pages all told. 

The reviewer is professor of philosophy 
of religion at Andover-Newton Seminary 
and author of “The Dagger and the Cross.” 


DID | SAY THAT? Leslie B. Flynn. 
Broadman. 129 pp. $2.50. 


Reviewed by C. Edwin Houk 


«“Did I Say That” by pastor and 
journalist, Leslie B. Flynn, is a much 
needed little classic which deals with 
the use and abuse of the most unruly 
muscle in the body. Flynn has drawn 
together both familiar and unfamiliar 
about the tongue. 
There is a peppery scattering of good 
quotable humor in each chapter. 

Flynn strikes a necessary chord for 
the propaganda age in which we live. 
This is the day of universal unrest. 
The most restless part of this restless- 
ness is the little intuitively moving 
muscle called the tongue. Who would 
not like to know the means of taming 
the tongue. The Apostle James de- 
clared: “The tongue can no man tame. 
With it men bless God and with it 
men are cursed.” 

If you are looking for a book about 
the tongue that is pungent, poetic, and 
practical, this little 129 page book is 
well worth noting. Flynn closes with 
these words: “Sometimes we ask for a 
thousand tongues to sing our great 
Redeemer’s praise. To that day of real- 
ization, we shall need constantly to 
use aright the one tongue we do pos- 
sess, praying ‘take my lips and let 
them be filled with messages for Thee.’ 
With the Psalmist we say, ‘Let the 
words of my mouth and the medita- 
tions of my heart be acceptable in Thy 
sight, O Lord, my Strength and my 
Redeemer.’ ” 

The reviewer is executive pastor of 
Tenth Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, 
Pa. 
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Retreat from Extremism 


THE PEOPLE OF THE DEAD SEA 
SCROLLS. John M. Allegro. Dou- 
bleday. 192 pp. (including 182 
plates). $5. 


THE EXCAVATIONS AT QUMRAN. 
J. van der Ploeg, Longmans, 
Green. 233 pp. $4.50. 


Reviewed by William S. LaSor 


John Allegro gained a wide reputa- 
tion three years ago through his sen- 
sationalist pronouncements on _ the 
Dead Sea Scrolls. After an unprece- 
dented public repudiation by five of his 
fellow scholars, Allegro became the 
object of suspicion, and devout Chris- 
tians hesitated to read his writings be- 
cause of what he had apparently done 
to the uniqueness of Christ. It is, there- 
fore, a pleasure to note that in his latest 
work he has apparently retreated from 
some of his extreme views. 

The first 51 pages of this work are 
text: brief, well written, and substan- 
tially accurate. Allegro refers to “the 
Teacher and his followers” as though it 
is an accepted fact that there was such 
a person as “the Teacher” living at 
Qumran. Quite possibly the title re- 
ferred to an idealized person, one like 
Moses (Deut. 18:15), expected by the 
Qumranians; it is even possible that 
such a person had come and had been 
persecuted and had died; but that such 
aperson with such a title was the leader 
of the community at Qumran is far 
from certain. In my opinion, the facts 
rather indicate the opposite. 

I find myself also disagreeing with 
Allegro when he says, referring to the 
“Messianic Banquet” of the Commu- 
nity, that scholars “soon recognized 
here the reference of Jesus’ parables on 
the royal banquets, the feeding of the 
multitude by the Galilean shores, and, 
most importantly, the framework of the 
titual of the Upper Room. It was thus 
clear that here and elsewhere Jesus and 
the disciples were able to take over and 
adapt an idea already in existence . . .” 
And I strongly disagree with his con- 
duding statements, to the effect of “Es- 
snism [i.e., Qumranism] provides the 
foundation upon which the Church was 
built. The Scrolls are the source books 
out of which the New Testament 
emerged.” This last sentence is utter 
nonsense to any scholar of the New 
Testament. 

The second half of the book consists 
of 182 plates, each with full descriptive 
captions, arranged so as to tell in order 
the story of the discovery of the scrolls. 
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This is by far the best part of the book, 
and pictures have been brought to- 
gether here that can be found in no 
other single book. For the picture 
story, I heartily recommend the book. 

Fr. van der Ploeg’s book, unfortu- 
nately, comes on the scene a bit late. 
It was apparently written in 1956, pub- 
lished in a Dutch periodical in 1957, 
and put into English late in 1958 with- 
out further addition. It therefore suf- 
fers from being somewhat out of date. 
The book is very well written, and, 
since the author is a Roman Catholic 
of the Dominican Order, is reverent 
and exalts the uniqueness of Christ. 
In addition, it has the authority of one 
who has worked on the scrolls from 
the very first: 

Van der Ploeg tells the embarrass- 
ing story of how he was probably the 
second scholar to see the scrolls, in 
July of 1947, and decided that they 
were worthless. At least a half-dozen 
other scholars made the same mistake 
before Professor E. L. Sukenik of He- 
brew University and Dr. John C. 
Trever of the American School of Ori- 
ental Research in Jerusalem recognized 
the antiquity of the Scrolls. Van der 
Ploeg’s explanation is an honest con- 
fession—and a reasonable explanation. 

In his chapter on Qumran and Chris- 
tianity, van der Ploeg takes up the views 
of Dupont-Sommer, Wilson and Alle- 
gro, and shows how the unfounded and 
vitriolic attacks on Christianity and 
Christian ministers by A. Powell 
Davies (to which we can now add 
Charles Francis Potter) are based on 
distortions of extreme and unfounded 
interpretations of the Scrolls. His state- 
ments are worth repeating. “Allegro’s 
assertions have been weighed in the 
balance and found not merely too light 
but without any weight at all.” “The 
theologians were not at all disturbed 
[by Davies’ booklet], and among the 
very many scholars who devoted them- 
selves objectively and dispassionately 
to the study of the texts from the desert 
of Judah, there is none who has sub- 
scribed to the extravagant conclusions 
put forward by Dupont-Sommer and 
Allegro and their amateur following.” 

For those who do not yet have a 
clear, reliable, and reverent treatment 
of the Scrolls, I recommend van der 
Ploeg’s work. 


The reviewer is professor of Old Testa- 
ment at Fuller Theological Seminary and 
author of “The Amazing Dead Sea Scrolls 
and the Christian Faith.” 





IF THERE WERE ONLY 
A SUMMER SLUMP 
IN HUMAN NEED 


—but there isn‘t. 
p Summer brings a recurring annual 
‘ squeeze” to our evangelism and relief 
Hanes programs, as vacations cut — giving while 
gh the ealls for urgently needed rel human 
Ny/\,misery and Christian witness prone he un- 
abated. Pray for us; fellowship with us in 
‘this Christian ministry. 
‘Write re advance booking for, the film version 
of “They Looked for a City,” to be released 
in November. Thrilling human aan in full 
color, filmed in Europe. 16mm. 40 minutes. 
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CHRISTIAN CARE 





STEWARDS FOUNDATION operates four estab- 
lished medical hospitals and is building and 
buying others. When we take over a going 
hospital or open a new one, we install an able 
Christian administrator and, as available 
and needed, qualified Christian nurses and 
other personnel, 


Each hospital has a chaplain. Efficient, 
friendly care of patients, good food, and a 
cheerful atmosphere pave the way for dis- 
cussion of spiritual needs. 


Stewards Foundation hospitals are a good 
investment spiritually, and financially. We 
also are developing retirement homes and 
expect to add convalescent and nursing 
homes. 


You can have a vital part in these effective 
Christian enterprises by buying our 5% 5- 
year Hospital Bonds, which pay interest 
twice a year. Or, if you prefer, buy 4% 
Bonds with no maturity date, which you 
may return at any time for redemption. 


Mail the Bond order below now and your 
Bonds will bear interest from the date the 
order arrivés. 


Assets over $5,500,000.00 
Established in 1945 





Payment is attached for $.-_E 
which please send Bonds as follows: 


5-year 5% Bonds $100 $500 $1,000 _$5,000 
—$100 _$500 $1,000 __$5,000 
Register Bonds under 


, for 


4% Bonds 


Namé (or Names): 








Address 




















0 Send illustrated brochure, “An Invest- 
i ment in Christian Care.” 
; Signed 
‘RRNA esate LCOMNRII SEES. 
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WHEN IN THE NATION’S CAPITAL, VISIT 
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 
9th and South Carolina Ave., $.E. 
(At Pennsylvania Ave.) 

DR. MARTIN F. CLOUGH, Pastor 
Sunday Services 11:00 A.M. and 7:45 P.M. 
WHERE THE OLD FASHIONED GOSPEL 
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PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


TENTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
17th and Spruce Streets 
Convenient down-town location 


Ministers 
Donald Grey Barnhouse 
C. Edwin Hoitk 


“Unto Him that loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in His own blood.” 
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holesale Price List FREE. WRITE TODAY! 

Christian Service since 1927"" 


“* Friendly 
c. W. BOYER CO., Dept ET , Dayton 5, Ohio 


CAN YOU ANSWER 
Jehovah's Witnesses? 

YOU CAN! 

_ Use the new booklet, 

' “Another Gospel” writ- 

ten by the author of the 

book “Thirty Years A 

Watchtower Slave.” 


15 for $1— 100 for $5 
The book — $2.95 
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NEW YORK GOSPEL 
MISSION TO THE JEWS, INC. 


(Founded by the late 
Reverend and Mrs. Bernhard Angel) 
Ruth Angel. General Director 
149 Avenue B, New York 9, N. ¥. 
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Our World in Miniature 


By HENRY SMITH LEIPER 


If we could compress the population of the world into a community 
1,000 persons, this is what we would see. 

Sixty persons would represent the present U.S. population; the rest ¢ 
the world would be represented by 940 persons. The 60 Americans would 
be receiving half of the total income of the entire community; the 9% 
other persons would share the remaining half. { 

Of the Americans in the town, 36 would be members of Christian 
churches; and 24 would not. In the town as a whole about 330 peoplé 
would be classified as Christians and 670 would not be so classified. Le 
than 100 in the whole community would be Protestant Christians and mo; 
than 230 would be Roman Catholics. At least 80 people in the town wo 
be believing Communists and 370 others would be under Communist domi 
nation. 

Classified as to skin color, 303 peoplé would be white and 697 would be 
classified as colored. The 60 Americans would have an average life ex 
pectancy of 70 years; all the other 940 would average under 40 years. 

The 60 Americans would possess 15.5 times as much goods per persone 
as all the rest of the people. On an average they would produce 16 per cent! 
of the town’s total food supply, but would consume all but 1.5 per cent off 
that and keep most of it for their own future use in expensive storage! 
equipment. Since most of the 940 non-Americans in the community wo 
always be hungry and never quite know when they would get enough to” 
eat, the situation created by this disparity in food supply and the existencey 
of vast food reserves, becomes readily apparent, particularly in view of the 
fact that Americans already eat 72 per cent above the maximum food 
quirements. Because of the cost of storing their surplus food, they could™ 
actually save money by giving away any excess food; but many would re 
gard that as the dangerous “give-away” program of soft-headed “do-7 
gooders.” % 

Of the community’s total supply of electrical power, the 60 Americar 
would have 12 times as much as all the rest; 22 times as much coal; 214 
times as much oil and gasoline; 50 times as much steel, and 50 times a8” 
much in general equipment of all kinds. Of the 60 Americans the lowest” 
income groups would be better off than the average in much of the rest of 7 
the town. * 

With the exception of perhaps 200 persons representing Western Europe™ 
and a few favored classes in other areas, like South America, South Africa” 
and Australia, and a few wealthy Japanese, literally most of the nom” 
American people in this imaginary compressed community would be ig- 
norant, poor, hungry, and sick. Half of them would be unable to read 
write. 

Moreover, half of the people in this community would never have heard 
of Jesus Christ, or what he taught, and for what he lived and died. On the ~ 
other hand, more than half would be hearing about Karl Marx, Nicolai” 
Lenin, Joseph Stalin, Nikita Khrushchev and other Communist leaders. 

Yet the average Christian American family would be spending $8507 
each year for military defense and less than $3.50 a year to share their” 
Christian faith with the rest of the people in the community. 

Out of his average income of $2,500 per year, the gift of each Americam” 
person for all purposes other than private and personal gifts would average” 
less than $55 per year. This might raise a question as to how seriously he” 
regards the Christian faith. 
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